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I N T R O D UC T I O N

A curtain call is a time for closure. Both the
audience and the storytellers acknowledge each
other's participation in the creation of art and
community. In the following pages, some of the
writers, artists, and editors who make up
Awakened Voices have chosen to come forward
for a curtain call. 

After this issue, Awakened Voices is saying See
You Later and going on hiatus. Awakenings will
continue to provide survivors of sexual violence
with a trauma-informed, inclusive art-making
experience that encourages healing. Thank you to
everyone who shared their art and writing over
these fourteen issues. Thank you to every reader
who has witnessed these survivors' stories.
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Our entire Literary Review Team, our Founder 
Jean Cozier, Laura Kinter, Jackie Valdez, Megan
Otto, Awakenings' Board of Directors

All of oŁr Ŗriters and artists 

S P E C I A L [ T H A N K S [ T O 7

All of the following pieces come from an
invitation to previously published writers and
artists to return to Awakened Voices for this
issue. Some pieces are new. Some pieces were
originally published in previous Awakened Voices
Issues in the same or a slightly different form:

"Distractions" by Trish L. Rodriguez was originally
published in Issue 6: A Day in the Life of a
Survivor

"May I Help You?" by Barbara Edema was
originally published in Issue 8: Those Who Help

"LILAC | Syringa vulgaris" by Thea Matthews was
originally published in Issue 11: Legacy

"Let Them Not Be Your Ten!" by Ada Cheng was
originally published in Issue 13: The Body Speaks

"After Being Abused: The Overturn of Roe V Wade
"by Laurie Kuntz was originally published in Issue
13: The Body Speaks
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The following issue contains material including
one or more of the following: rape, incest, sexual
assault, abuse, child abuse, sex, medical trauma,
racism, gun violence, animal harm, colonialism,
gender-based violence.

The intention behind this content warning is to
prepare a reader so they can choose to bravely
engage with potentially activating material, even if
this doesn't always feel comfortable. May it also
serve as a reminder that a reader can pause and
take a break from reading. The stories will be here,
ready when the reader returns.

CO N T E N T [ � A R N I N G
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NaTaOie[BeQSoQ-GReeR[
BodY[RecoVeRed[aT[TKe[SceQe[of[a[CRLPe
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     I spent most of the year running wild trying to
find a way back to my body. I took baths, threw
back bottles, put fists into walls, swallowed pills,
lit candles, slathered on face masks, took blades
out and put them back. I tried it all: acupuncture,
yoga, running, screaming, scratching my way in
every direction to pick up the pieces. And still,
some days I get out of the shower and while I’m
rubbing lotion into the skin on my legs, I’m not
sure they're my own. But I’m getting there.  
     After being assaulted, I felt that something had
been taken from me. Worse than that, I wasn’t
even sure I wanted it back. I was so numb and
when I wasn’t, I was being smothered in the same
horrible memory over and over and over again.
The memory wasn’t even intact, just flashes of
grabbing or the dull sticky feeling of unwanted
hands. I used to love and celebrate my body and I
suddenly felt betrayed by it. I was the scene of
the crime, every moment of every day stuck in my
worst fear come true. I was so afraid to sit still
and breathe and listen to my body. I didn’t want
to hear the ways I didn’t fight back or remember
the morning rage of trying to piece it together. It
felt safer to be outside of myself.  
     I’ve had a list on my phone since I was a
teenager of potential tattoo ideas. I got my first 

professional tattoos when I was nineteen and I
was so sure of myself. At the time, I could've
given an entire thesis about why those words
were on my arms and everything it meant to me.
Now I know sureness is a luxury. It took me days
to talk about my last assault. I didn’t want to
admit to myself that it had happened, not again,
not so soon. I had just returned to myself, and I
was nothing but angry and disappointed that I
was back to the haunting disconnect. 
     I was lying in bed hungover on a Monday
afternoon, scrolling Instagram and lunged at an
impulse. A friend had landed a tattoo
apprenticeship and was offering up a tattoo that
day. Without much thought I told him I’d be
there in an hour. Just a week earlier, I had the
lowest breakdown of my life; alone in the dark in
my bathtub with a fifth of whiskey thinking I may
never get out. I’d been a little afraid of being
alone since then, knowing I couldn’t really trust
myself to stay safe. I needed to do something,
anything that reestablished my sense of control.  
     I hear the buzzing from the tattoo gun and the
pulsating anticipation in the air. I’m lying down
on the table under the fluorescent white light,
waiting. The needle hits my skin with a sharp
pain and I exhale. Suddenly, I’m there all the way
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 in my body. The vibrations from the gun run up
from my ankle all the way to my palm where I’m
digging my nails in to offset the pain. I chose this.
This moment is all mine. For the rest of my life I’ll
have this pointless drawing on my ankle of a skull
with a cowboy hat to symbolize absolutely
nothing but being alive. 
     It is so hard not to hate your body when it is
the crash site. Yellow caution tape wrapped
around my muscles, sirens blaring through my
blood, forensics teams scouring my hips and I
can’t escape. The more I run, the less I recognize
anything about myself. But when I look in the
mirror with ink all over my skin I know I am my
own person. With each butterfly and rose and
bird I get further away from all the damage and
return to myself. This body is mine. I allowed
someone to put art on my body because that’s
what I deserve; beauty and meaning. I don’t want
to be numb or lost or scared of the present. I
want to be right there, under the needle, asking
for more lines, more color, more, more, moreʕ  
     Some days I can’t escape the feeling of wanting
to run out of my skin; so what if I run into new
skin? What if I let the buzzing of the tattoo gun
carve into my skin until I’m covered in who I am
and not what’s been done to me? What if I look at
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myself in the mirror and all I see is my dumb
beating heart that keeps pushing me back off the
ground every single time?
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Natalie BensonʴGreer is a Chicago based writer with a

BA in Creative Writing from Columbia College Chicago.

Her short stories “Backwoods” and “We Can’t Drown

Like Them” are published in Hair Trigger, where she

previously worked as an acquisition editor. She has

volunteered at Awakenings as an Associate Board

member and as a reader for Awakened Voices. When

she's not writing you can find her around the city

working as a bartender.  
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Tonighļʞ loŕeİʞ ŘoŁʿİe a cŘbeİneļiciĴļʲ 
ļheĴe cogĴ haŕe gİoŖn bİiļļle fİom diĴŁĴe 
and ļhe chemicalĴ in ļheĴe ŕeĴĴelĴ 
aİe no ĴŁbĴļiļŁļe foİ ļhe blood 
ļhaļ once floŖedʣ 
 
Tonighļʞ loŕeİʞ ŘoŁʿİe a cŁİaļoİʲ 
ļhiĴ bodŘ iĴ a mŁĴeŁm 
Ŗiļh İŁĴļed geaİĴ foİged long agoʞ 
Ŗiļh Ĵoldeİed comĭŁļeİ chiĭĴ 
beİefļ of liļhiŁmʴion hefļʣ 
 
Tonighļʞ loŕeİʞ ŘoŁʿİe mŘ alchemiĴļʲ 
Iʿm a ĴļeamĭŁnk aŁļomaļon  
ĴĭlaŘed acİoĴĴ ļhiĴ bed and I İegİeļ 
ļhaļ ŘoŁʿİe chaİged Ŗiļh mŘ mainļenanceʞ 
bŁļ I knoŖ ŘoŁʿll Ĵalŕage meʣ 
 
I knoŖ ŘoŁʿll İaiĴe me fİom ļhe deadʣ

P A G E [ . . [ ^ [ A � A K E N E D [ � O I C E S

DoQQY[WLQTeR
The[[UQ]SaOVaged[BodY,[BioTic[aQd[BRoNeQ[
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DĔččŘ Wičļeİ iĴ a LGBTQIA˔ acļiŕiĴļʞ YoŁTŁbe

bloggeİʞ and ĭoeļ İeĴiding in Midlandʞ Michiganʣ He

cŁİİenļlŘ ļeacheĴ ĭoeļİŘ aļ Delļa College and haĴ

ĭŁblicaļionĴ in nŁmeİoŁĴ liļ magaşineĴ and joŁİnalĴʣ

HiĴ ļŖo ĭoem collecļionĴʞ CaĲbon FooľįĲinľ ʰɿɽɿɽʱ and

FeaľĶ Of AlchemŚ ʰɿɽɿɾʱ gaİneİed ļŖo PŁĴhcaİļ Pİişe

nominaļionĴ and a BeĴļ of ļhe Neļ Nominaļionʣ When

heʧĴ noļ Ŗİiļingʞ Winļeİ alŖaŘĴ findĴ himĴelf in ļhe

gaİdenʣ
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The[Hope

dLgLTaO[oLO[paLQTLQg
COaRa[FoURcade

2048pX[X[2748pX
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I haŕenʧļ been able ļo commŁnicaļe mŁch aİoŁnd
ļhe ĴŁbjecļ of ĴeŗŁal aĴĴaŁlļ laļelŘʞ Ĵo I Ĵeļ oŁļ
ŖiļhoŁļ a ŕiĴion foİ ļhiĴ ĭieceʣ I Ĵļaİļed Ŗiļh ļhe fiİeʞ
Ŗhich I İeallŘ enjoŘ ĭainļingʣ AĴ ļhe ĴļİokeĴ goļ
ļhickeİ I Ĵļaİļed ļo find a Ĵhaĭe Ŗiļhin ļhe miŗ of
blŁeĴ aļ ļhe baĴe of ļhe fiİeʣ SloŖlŘʞ a ĭeİĴon came
Łĭʞ facing ļhe fiİeʞ ĴeeminglŘ boİn fİom iļʣ I
highlighļed ļhe İooļĴʞ and ļhen focŁĴed on
Łncoŕeİing ļhe blŁeĴ Ŗiļhinʣ MŘ ļhinking iĴʝ maŘbe
hoĭe iĴ boİn fİom ļhe fiİe Ŗeʧŕe endŁİedʣ Noļ in
Ĵĭiļe ofʞ noİ becaŁĴe ofʞ oŁİ ĴŁffeİingʣ Iļ jŁĴļ iĴʣ Like
ļhe bŘĭİodŁcļ of a chemical İeacļionʣ The
bŘĭİodŁcļ of ĴŁİŕiŕingʣ And iļ iĴ noļ alŖaŘĴ eaĴŘ ļo
liŕeʞ and eĴĭeciallŘ ļo Ŗanļ ļo liŕeʞ Ĵo ļhe hoĭe iĴ noļ
alŖaŘĴ fİonļ and cenļeİʞ noļ alŖaŘĴ cleaİʣ BŁļ I do
belieŕe iļ iĴ an ongoing chemical İeacļionʞ alŖaŘĴ
Ŗiļhin meʞ and alŖaŘĴ ŕiĴible eŕenļŁallŘʣ

Claİa iĴ a įŁeeİ aİļiĴļ baĴed in Chicagoʣ 
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Iļ iĴ FebİŁaİŘʞ monļh of mŘ biİļhʞ and alĴo monļh of İaĭeʣ 
I ļeĴļ ļhaļ Ŗoİdʞ ʼİaĭeʞʽ on mŘ fingeİĴ ļo feel ļhe changeʲ  
knoŖ ļhaļ ĴŁnken inļo ļhe Ĵea Ĵome longʴloĴļ bodŘ of feaİʞ 
ŁnļoŁched bŘ ĴcaŕengeİĴʞ lingeİĴ aļ ļhe edge of ļhe Ŗoİdʣ 
 
Iļ iĴ FebİŁaİŘʞ monļh of mŘ biİļhʞ and Ŗaİmeİ ļhan ĭİedicļedʣ 
The Ŗeaļheİ iĴ ĭeİfecļʣ MŘ jackeļ iĴ lighļʣ Sļillʞ  
I cannoļ ļhink ĭaĴļ ļhe Ĵhock of Ŗaİm İain 
and ļhe Ŗeļ Ĵcİaļch of gİaŕel kicking in ļhe Ĵļİeeļʣ 
  
              DoŖn loŖ in ļhe black Ĵea of mŘ İage 
              I hide ļhe ļhingĴ I moĴļ hoĭe ļo ĭİoļecļʣ 
              The bleeding edge of adŁlļhood biļeĴ mŘ heel 
              ļhen dŁllĴ ļo a Ĵofļ bİŁiĴe Łndeİfooļʣ 
              Iļ acheĴʲĴļİange and familiaİʞ daİk and  
              Ŗaİmʲand I knoŖ each Ŗoİd ļhaļ haŁnļĴ  
              me in iļĴ Ŗakeʞ Ĵinging nothing can eŗer 

                                                                                    reallŚ  

                                                                                    be let goʕ 
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Emory[Rose
Birthday Song
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EmorŘ Rose ʰļheŘʩļhemʱ iĴ a gİadŁaļe ĴļŁdenļ and

ĭeİĭeļŁal Ŗandeİeİ cŁİİenļlŘ liŕing in Philadelĭhiaʞ

PennĴŘlŕaniaʣ Theiİ ĭoeļİŘ haĴ aĭĭeaİed in Third Point

Pressʏ Half MŚsticʏ Inkletteʏ Counterclockʏ Passengers

Journalʏ and CAROUSELʞ among oļheİ ĭŁblicaļionĴ

ʰalļhoŁgh mŁch of ļhaļ ĭoeļİŘ ŖaĴ ĭŁbliĴhed Łndeİ

ļheiİ deadnameʱʣ 
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Trish[L.[RodrigueZ
Distractions

Aʣ 
 
One FİidaŘ afļeİ Ĵchoolʞ mŘ moļheİ enļeİed mŘ
bedİoomʣ She had a look on heİ face like Ŗhen
Ĵhe had ļo ļell me ļhaļ mŘ ĭeļ hamĴļeİ diedʣ I ŖaĴ
ļŖelŕe ŘeaİĴ old and imĭaļienļlŘ Ŗaiļing foİ
ĭŁbeİļŘ ļo knock on mŘ dooİʣ She Ĵaļ doŖn on
mŘ bed and ļook mŘ handʣ ʼWe haŕe ļo ļalk aboŁļ
ŘoŁİ boobĴʞ Dianeʣ TheŘʿİe adjŁĴļableʣʽ 
 
If Ĵhe had aĭĭİoached me ļo haŕe anoļheİ Ĵeŗ
ļalkʞ I ŖoŁld haŕe ŕomiļed Łĭ mŘ lŁnchʣ When Ŗe
had ļhe Ĵeŗ ļalkʞ Mom Ŗalked inļo mŘ İoom and
ļold me all ļhe anaļomical nameĴʣ She alĴo ŁĴed
ļhe Ŗoİd ĭeneļİaļion a loļʣ DeĴĭiļe heİ blŁnļneĴĴʞ
ļhe onlŘ ŖaŘ I coŁld ļell Ĵhe ŖaĴ neİŕoŁĴ ŖaĴ
becaŁĴe Ĵhe did ļhaļ İaĭid eŘe blink ļhingʣ 
 
ʼMŘ boobĴʤʽ Paİļ of me feaİed ļhaļ Ĵhe ŖaĴ
jokingʞ bŁļ mŘ moļheİ didnʿļ haŕe mŁch of a
ĴenĴe of hŁmoİʣ She didnʿļ dİeĴĴ Łĭ heİ langŁage
oİ inļİodŁce Łnİelaļed nonĴeįŁiļŁİĴ like I ŖoŁld
haŕeʣ If I had ļo ļell mŘ daŁghļeİ aboŁļ heİ
adjŁĴļable boob ĭoŖeİʞ I ŖoŁld haŕe ŁĴed dollĴ
and ĭİoĭĴ and ĭoĴĴiblŘ an analogŘ aboŁļ a İaİe
biİdʣ BŁļ Momʞ Ĵhe jŁĴļ came İighļ oŁļ and Ĵaid iļ
ʲI coŁld change ļhe Ĵişe of mŘ bİeaĴļĴʣ 

ʼYeĴʣ YoŁ Ŗill be able ļo change ļhe Ĵişe of ŘoŁİ
bİeaĴļĴ oŕeİ ļhe neŗļ ļhiİļŘ ŘeaİĴ of ŘoŁİ lifeʣʽ 
 
One of mŘ claĴĴmaļeĴ in ļhe Ĵeŕenļh gİadeʞ
Loİeenʞ ŖaĴ ļhe fiİĴļ giİl in claĴĴ ļo ĴĭİoŁļ
bİeaĴļĴʣ All ļhe oļheİ giİlĴ Ŗeİe jealoŁĴʞ ļhoŁgh
none of ŁĴ ŁndeİĴļood ŖhŘʣ 

Loİeen Ĵaid ļhaļ ʼlaİgeİ bİeaĴļĴ look beĴļ in
dİeĴĴeĴʣʽ All I kneŖ ŖaĴ ļhaļ I didnʿļ Ŗanļ ļo be
called ʼĴo flaļ ļhaļ mŘ cheĴļ coŁld be a cŁļļing
boaİdʽ oİ ʼOne DimenĴional Dianeʣʽ 
 
I had been looking foİŖaİd ļo being a Ŗomanʣ
ThoĴe Ŗomen Ŗho had big boobĴʞ ļinŘ ŖaiĴļĴ and
Ĵlimʞ delicaļe ŖİiĴļĴ alŖaŘĴ looked like ļhe
eĭiļome of femininiļŘ ļo meʣ TheŘ alŖaŘĴ Ĵeemed
ļo haŕe ļinŘ feeļʣ I felļ aŖkŖaİd and clŁnkŘ Ŗiļh
mŘ long fliĭĭeİʴlike feeļ and no ŖaiĴļʣ 
 
Onceʞ Ŗhile Ŗe Ŗaļched a moŕieʞ mŘ ĭaİenļĴ
commenļed on hoŖ beaŁļifŁl one of ļhe
acļİeĴĴeĴ ŖaĴʣ I Ĵaļ on ļhe flooİ İeading Ŗhile mŘ
ĭaİenļĴ cŁddled on ļhe Ĵofaʣ 
 
ʼShe iĴ goİgeoŁĴʣ Heİ Ĵkin lookĴ Ĵo Ĵmooļhʞʽ mŘ
mom Ĵaidʣ She ĭoked mŘ dad in ļhe Ĵideʣ 



ʼYeahʞ I didnʿļ noļice heİ Ĵkinʣ Heİ boobĴ aİe
amaşingʞʽ mŘ dad Ĵaidʣ 
 
ʼPhilʠʽ MŘ mom ĴŖaļļed mŘ dadʿĴ aİm and
laŁghedʣ I Ŗenļ back ļo İeading bŁļ ĴļaŘed on ļhe
Ĵame ĭage foİ ļhe İeĴļ of ļhe moŕieʣ 
 
I had Ĵo manŘ įŁeĴļionĴ aboŁļ mŘ adjŁĴļable
boobĴʣ 
 
ʼHoŖʤ Whenʤ HoŖ big can I geļ ļhemʤ Aİe ļheŘ
going ļo Ĵag if I go ļoo bigʤʽ I aĴkedʣ 
 
ʼThiĴ abiliļŘ iĴ heİediļaİŘʣ VeİŘ feŖ oļheİ Ŗomen
haŕe iļʣ Theİe iĴ a bŁļļon ļhaļ I haŕe ļo ĴhoŖ ŘoŁ
hoŖ ļo ŁĴeʣ BŁļ beŖaİeʣ If ŘoŁ ŁĴe ļhe bŁļļon ļoo
mŁchʞ iļ Ŗill bİeak and ŘoŁ Ŗill be ĴļŁck aļ
Ŗhaļeŕeİ Ĵişe ŘoŁʿİe aļʞʽ mŘ moļheİ Ĵaidʣ 

Leaİning aboŁļ adjŁĴļable boobĴ ŖaĴ a
conŕeİĴaļion foİ Ŗhich I ŖoŁld haŕe ĭİefeİİed a
bookʞ oİ ļhe inļeİneļʞ oŕeİ mŘ moļheİʿĴ lecļŁİeʣ I
ŖaĴ neİŕoŁĴ ļo İeĴeaİch ʼadjŁĴļable boobĴʽ on
mŘ comĭŁļeİʣ Didnʿļ ļheŘ ļİack ļhoĴe ĴeaİcheĴʤ
WoŁld I be idenļified aĴ a boobʴadjŁĴļeİ and
ļaİgeļed bŘ Ĵome ĭeİŕeİļʤ 
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MŘ aİmĴ Ŗİaĭĭed aİoŁnd mŘ ĭİeĴenļlŘ
noneŗiĴļenļ cheĴļ aĴ I İocked back and foİļhʣ No
moİe ļİaining bİaĴ oİ ļhoĴe aŖkŖaİdʞ ĭİeļeenʞ
mŁlļicoloİedʞ oŕeİlŘ ĭadded holĴļeİĴʣ 
 
The İeĴļ of mŘ moļheİʿĴ inĴļİŁcļionĴ baİelŘ
İegiĴļeİedʣ Mom Ĵaid Ĵomeļhing aboŁļ keeĭing a
ŕaİieļŘ of bİa ĴişeĴ in mŘ dİaŖeİ and ļo alŖaŘĴ
make ĴŁİe I had ļhe İighļ ĴŁĭĭoİļʣ She ĴhoŖed
me Ŗheİe on mŘ bodŘ ļhe bŁļļon ŖaĴ and hoŖ ļo
conļİol iļʣ 

The bŁļļon ŖaĴ in a haİd ļo İeach Ĵĭoļ ļhaļ
İeįŁiİed Ĵome conļoİļionĴ ļo adjŁĴļʣ I didnʿļ caİeʣ
I ŖoŁld become moİe fleŗibleʣ 
 
ʼTheİe iĴ anoļheİ ļhing ļhaļ ŘoŁ ĴhoŁld knoŖʞʽ
mŘ moļheİ Ĵaidʞ ʼŘoŁ can ļİŘ diffeİenļ ĴişeĴʞ bŁļ
ŘoŁ haŕe ļo chooĴe bŘ ļhe ļime ŘoŁ aİe ʁɽʞ oİ ļhe
choice Ŗill be made foİ ŘoŁʣ The bŁļļon ĴļoĭĴ
Ŗoİkingʣʽ 

FoİļŘ Ĵeemed ĴŁch a long ŖaŘ offʣ I had ĭlenļŘ of
ļime ļo find ļhe İighļ Ĵişe foİ meʣ I ŖoŁld ļİŘ all
ļhe diffeİenļ ĴişeĴ I coŁldʣ I ŖoŁldnʿļ ŖoİİŘ aboŁļ
boŘĴ oİ ļheiİ aļļenļionʣ I jŁĴļ Ŗanļed ļo look
oldeİʣ I Ŗanļed ĴļİangeİĴ ļo Ĵļoĭ ļalking ļo me
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like I ŖaĴ a kid loĴļ in ļhe ĭlaŘgİoŁnd looking foİ
heİ moļheİʣ 

Afļeİ mŘ moļheİ lefļ mŘ İoomʞ I jŁmĭed on mŘ
bed and ĴļŁck oŁļ mŘ cheĴļ ĭİeļending I ŖaĴ
bŁĴļŘ like ļhaļ acļİeĴĴ in ļhe moŕie Ŗiļh ļhe İoboļ
and ļhaļ gŁŘ fİom ļhe boŘ bandʣ I Ĵĭenļ ļhe İeĴļ
of ļhe afļeİnoon leaİning hoŖ ļo ŁĴe ļhe bŁļļon
and ĭlaŘing aİoŁnd Ŗiļh diffeİenļ ĴişeĴ in fİonļ of
ļhe miİİoİʣ Mom called in eŕeİŘ feŖ minŁļeĴ ļo
make ĴŁİe I didnʿļ need helĭʣ 
 
I dİagged mŘ beĴļ fİiendʞ Veİaʞ ļo ļhe mall ļhe
neŗļ daŘʞ leļļing heİ in on mŘ Ĵecİeļʣ We Ĵĭenļ
ļhaļ enļiİe SaļŁİdaŘ ļİŘing ļo find ļhe ĭeİfecļ
bİaĴ foİ meʣ I Ŗanļed ļhem ļo be lacŘʞ floİalʞ
delicaļeʞ and make me look cŁİŕŘʣ D cŁĭĴ Ŗeİe
deĴiİableʞ bŁļ none of ļhe Ĵişe D bİaĴ Ŗeİe lacŘʣ
TheŘ Ŗeİe indŁĴļİial looking and eiļheİ blackʞ
beigeʞ oİ Ŗhiļeʣ I didnʿļ caİeʣ I Ŗanļed ļo be a D
cŁĭʣ The ĴaleĴ ladŘ offeİed ļo helĭʞ and I ĭoliļelŘ
ļold heİ ļhaļ I ŖaĴ fineʣ MŘ fiİĴļ bİa ŖaĴ labeled
ʼnŁdeʽ ļhoŁgh iļ ŖaĴ Ĵeŕeİal ĴhadeĴ lighļeİ ļhan
mŘ Ĵkin ļoneʣ The band ŖaĴ ļoo looĴe foİ mŘ
Ĵmall fİameʞ bŁļ I didnʿļ knoŖ anŘ beļļeİʣ I jŁĴļ
kneŖ ļhaļ I had a Ĵişe D bİaʞ and ʰin mŘ ļŖelŕeʴ
Řeaİ old mindʱ ļhiĴ meanļ I ŖaĴ a Ŗomanʣ I
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 Ŗanļed ļo be acceĭļed aĴ a Ŗoman and a Ŗoman
had an amĭle boĴomʣ 

When I Ŗalked ļhİoŁgh ļhe dİeĴĴing İoomʿĴ
heaŕŘ maİoon cŁİļainĴʞ Veİa giggled and held heİ
hand oŕeİ heİ moŁļhʣ She ĭoinļed ļo mŘ bloŁĴe
bŁļļonĴ ļhaļ ĭoĭĭed oĭen in ļhe middleʣ No
maļļeİ hoŖ mŁch I ĴloŁched oİ ĴŁcked inʞ I bŁİĴļ
oŁļ of ļhaļ bloŁĴeʣ Veİa begged me ļo ļİŘ a
diffeİenļ Ĵişe bŁļ aĴking foİ helĭ meanļ
acceĭļing an endleĴĴ childhoodʣ I boŁghļ ļhe bİa
anŘŖaŘʣ I boŁghļ a ĭŁlloŕeİʣ 
 
Thaļ MondaŘʞ I dİeĴĴed foİ Ĵchool in mŘ neŖ bİa
and mŘ neŖ ĭŁlloŕeİʣ In ļhe kiļchenʞ mŘ moļheİ
fed mŘ babŘ ĴiĴļeİʞ and mŘ faļheİ İead ļhe neŖĴ
Ŗhile hŁnched oŕeİ ļhe bİeakfaĴļ coŁnļeİ
Ĵiĭĭing hiĴ coffeeʣ He looked Łĭ and dİibbled hiĴ
coffee a liļļleʣ 

ʼDid ŘoŁ ļell heİʤʽ mŘ faļheİ aĴked in a ĭooİ
aļļemĭļ aļ ŖhiĴĭeİingʣ 
 
ʼWe ļalked aboŁļ ļhe bŁļļonʞ Ĵo no need foİ ŘoŁ
ļo ĴaŘ anŘļhingʣʽ MŘ moļheİ didnʿļ look Łĭ fİom
mŘ ĴiĴļeİʿĴ oaļmealʴĴmeaİed faceʣ She didnʿļ
eŕen look aļ Ŗhaļ I Ŗoİeʣ She mŁĴļ haŕe Ĵignaled



ČŘ faļheİ ļĔ be įŁieļʣ I gİabbed a bĔiĆed egg ačd
İač fĔİ ļhe ĴchĔĔĆ bŁĴʣ 

The ĴecĔčd I Ĵļaİļed İŁččičg fĔİ ļhe bŁĴ ČŘ čeŖ
bĔĔbĴ hŁİļ ačd ČŘ back hŁİļ ačd ČŘ ĴhĔŁĆdeİĴ
hŁİļʣ I cĔŁĆd haŕe adjŁĴļed aļ ĴchĔĔĆ ič ļhe giİĆĴʿ
baļhİĔĔČʞ bŁļ ČŘ ĭİide keĭļ Če fİĔČ
ackčĔŖĆedgičg ļhĔĴe DĴ Ŗeİe ļĔĔ ĔŕeİĴişed fĔİ
ČŘ bĔdŘ ačd ļhaļ ļhe bİa didčʿļ fiļʣ 

The bĔŘĴ ič ĴchĔĔĆ Ĵļaİed aļ ČŘ cheĴļʣ MĔŁļhĴ
dİĔĭĭedʣ NeckĴ cİačedʣ EŘeĴ bŁĆgedʣ BefĔİe cĆaĴĴ
eŕeč Ĵļaİļedʞ I eŘed ļhe čŁİĴeʿĴ Ĕffice ļĔ hide ĔŁļʣ 
 
Ič adŕiĴĔİŘʞ eŕeİŘĔče keĭļ ĭaĴĴičg čĔļeĴ ačd
giggĆičgʣ MŘ adŕiĴĔİʞ Mİʣ AbbĔļļʞ Ĵečļ Če ļĔ ļhe
ĭİičciĭaĆ Ŗiļh a čĔļeʣ Thaļ čĔļe İeadʞ ʼPĆeaĴe ļaĆk
ļĔ Diačeʣʽ The ĭİičciĭaĆ caĆĆed ļhe čŁİĴe ļĔ jĔič
ŁĴʣ 

The ĭİičciĭaĆ Ĵaļ behičd hiĴ deĴkʣ The čŁİĴe
Ćeačed agaičĴļ ļhe ŖičdĔŖʞ ļaĭĭičg heİ fĔĔļʣ ʼI
ŁčdeİĴļačd aļ ļhiĴ age ŘĔŁ Čighļ be ečcĔŁİaged
ļĔ aĆļeİ ŘĔŁİ Ĵişe Ŗiļh ļiĴĴŁe Ĕİ ĴĔckĴ Ĕİ
Ŗhaļeŕeİʞ bŁļ ŘĔŁİ Ĵişe iĴ a ĆiļļĆeʟhĔŖ dĔ Ŗe
ĴaŘʟŁČʣʽ 
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I ŖaĴ eČbaİİaĴĴed bŘ aĆĆ ļhe aļļečļiĔčʞ bŁļ I
didčʿļ ŁčdeİĴļačd Ŗhaļ I had dĔče ŖİĔčgʣ I
Ŗačļed ļĔ cĆiČb Ĕč ļĔĭ Ĕf ļhaļ ČeĴĴŘ deĴk ačd
ĴcİeaČ ĔŁļʞ ʼI haŕe a bŁļļĔč ļhaļ giŕeĴ Če
adjŁĴļabĆe bĔĔbĴʠʽ HĔŖ daİe ļheŘ ļhičk ļheĴe aİe
ĴĔckĴʣ ThiĴ iĴ Gİade Aʞ ĭŁİe ČeʲŖiļh ļhe heĆĭ Ĕf
a bŁļļĔčʣ 
 
ʼSŁch a Ćaİge cheĴļ aİea cač be diĴļİacļičg ič a
ĴchĔĔĆ ečŕiİĔčČečļʞ deaİʞʽ ļhe ĭİičciĭaĆ
ĴļaČČeİed ŖhiĆe ĆĔĔkičg aļ ļhe čŁİĴeʣ 
 
ʼDiĴļİacļičgʤʽ I aĴkedʣ HĔŖ diĴļİacļičg iĴ iļ fĔİ
Če ļĔ be ļeaĴed fĔİ čĔļ haŕičg bĔĔbĴʤ The
ĭİičciĭaĆ cheŖed Ĕč a ĭečʣ 
ʼThe bĔŘĴ ačd ļhe ČaĆe ļeacheİĴ Čighļ fičd iļ
diĴļİacļičgʞ deaİʞʽ ļhe čŁİĴe Ĵaidʣ 

MŘ cheekĴ fĆŁĴhedʞ ačd ČŘ hačdĴ ĴhĔĔk a ĆiļļĆeʣ I
Ŗiĭed ļhe ĴŖeaļ Ĕff ČŘ ĭaĆČĴ Ĕč ļhe Ĵide Ĕf ČŘ
ĭačļĴʣ I ļhĔŁghļ abĔŁļ ĴļĔİČičg ĔŁļ Ĕf ļhe ĴchĔĔĆ
ačd čeŕeİ İeļŁİčičgʣ I jŁĴļ Ŗačļed ļĔ ĆĔĔk ĆeĴĴ
gačgĆŘ ačd aŖkŖaİdʣ I Ŗačļed ļĔ be daičļŘ ačd
cŁİŕŘʣ 

TheŘ gaŕe Če ļhe ĔĭļiĔč Ĕf eiļheİ haŕičg ČŘ
ČĔļheİ ĭick Če Łĭʞ Ĕİ ʼeČĭļŘičg ČŘ ĴļŁffičg ič
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Ć ļhe ĆadieĴʿ İĔĔČʣʽ I cĔŁĆdčʿļ beaİ ļĔ ļeĆĆ ļheČ
ļhaļ I ŖaĴ Ĕče Ĕf ļhe İaİe giİĆĴ ŖhĔ had a bŁļļĔčʣ 
I caĆĆed ČŘ ČĔļheİʣ The İeĴļ Ĕf ļhe Řeaİ I keĭļ ČŘ
bĔĔbĴ aļ AĴ ačd ČŘ face ĴŁĆĆečʣ IčĴļead Ĕf Oče
DiČečĴiĔčaĆ Diačeʞ kidĴ ŖĔŁĆd aĴk Čeʞ ʼDĔ ŘĔŁ
haŕe a ļiĴĴŁeʤʽ I Ŗačļed ļĔ ĴĆaĭ eŕeİŘĔčeʣ 

Bʣ 
 
Wheč I İeached high ĴchĔĔĆʞ ĴĔČe kidĴ ĴļiĆĆ jĔked
abĔŁļ ļhe daŘ I ĴhĔŖed Łĭ ič ĴchĔĔĆ Ŗiļh ČŘ bİa
ĴļŁffedʣ I chĔĴe ļĔ adjŁĴļ ļĔ BĴʣ MĔĴļ Ĕf ļhe Ĕļheİ
giİĆĴ ĴeeČed ļĔ be abĔŁļ ļhaļ ĴaČe Ĵişeʣ Wiļh BĴʞ
ČŘ ļĔĭĴ didčʿļ Ĵļİeļch Ĕİ gaĭ aļ ļhe bŁĴļ Ćičeʣ MŘ
BĴ ĴeeČed ļĔ čĔļ be diĴļİacļičgʣ The bİaĴ Ŗeİečʿļ
ļĔĔ eŗĭečĴiŕe Ĕİ ĆĔĔk gİačdČĔļheİĆŘ Ćike ļhe DĴʣ
MŘ bĔdŘ ĴļiĆĆ feĆļ gačgĆŘ ačd aŖkŖaİdʣ 
 
The giİĆĴ Ŗiļh Ćaİgeİ bĔĔbĴ Ŗeİe haİaĴĴed
cĔčĴļačļĆŘʣ BĔŘĴ ŖĔŁĆd ČiČic ļheČ ŖaĆkičg
aİĔŁčd bŘ Ĵļickičg ļheiİ cheĴļĴ ĔŁļʣ GiİĆĴ ŖĔŁĆd
caĆĆ ļheČ faļʞ Ĕİ ŖĔİĴeʞ ĴĆŁļļŘʣ 
 
JŁčiĔİ Řeaİʞ ČŘ cİŁĴh Ĵičce fİeĴhČač Řeaİʞ
BĔbbŘʞ ičŕiļed Če ļĔ ļhe ĭİĔČʣ BĔbbŘ ŖaĴ a
ĆacİĔĴĴe ĭĆaŘeİ Ŗiļh ĴļİĔčg ĆegĴʞ ĆĔčg cŁİĆŘ haiİʞ
ačd a bİĔad ĴČiĆeʣ TĔ bŁŘ ČŘ gĔŖčʞ ČŘ ČĔļheİ

P A G E [ / . [ ^ [ A � A K E N E D [ � O I C E S

 ačd I dİĔŕe ļĔ JačeʿĴ PİĔČ ačd BİidaĆʣ I cĔŁĆdčʿļ
bİičg ČŘĴeĆf ļĔ aĴk ČŘ ĴeaČĴļİeĴĴ ČĔļheİ ļĔ ĴeŖ
Če a dİeĴĴʞ ačd Ĵhe didčʿļ Ĕffeİʣ 
 
WhiĆe I didčʿļ Ŗačļ ļĔ ĆĔĔk Ćike a ČĔdeĆʞ I Ŗačļed
ļĔ fiļ ič Ŗiļh Ŗhaļ eŕeİŘĔče eĆĴe ŖĔİeʣ ThĔĴe
daŘĴ eŕeİŘĔče ŖĔİe ĴļİaĭĆeĴĴʞ ĴĔ I chĔĴe ĴeŕeİaĆ
dİeĴĴeĴ ļhaļ I had Ĵeeč ič ČagaşičeĴʣ 

ʼHĔŖʿĴ iļ ĆĔĔkičg ič ļheİeʞ Diačeʤʽ ČŘ ČĔČ
caĆĆed ič ļhİĔŁgh ļhe cŁİļaičʣ I adjŁĴļed ČŘ
bŁļļĔč ļĔ DĴ ič ļhe dİeĴĴičg İĔĔČ ačd ļİied Ĕč a
ĭĆaļičŁČ gİeŘʞ ĴļİaĭĆeĴĴʞ ĴiĆk gĔŖč Ŗiļh ĴaļičŘ
bŁļļĔčĴ dĔŖč ļhe backʣ MŘ cĆeaŕage ĆĔĔked
aČaşičgʣ I gĆided ĔŁļ Ĕf ļhe dİeĴĴičg İĔĔČ feeĆičg
cĔČfĔİļabĆe ič ČŘ bĔdŘʣ I ļŖiİĆed ačd ĴhĔĔk ČŘ
haiİ Ćike I ŖaĴ a ČĔdeĆ Ĕč a İŁčŖaŘʣ I ĭĔĴed aļ aĆĆ
ačgĆeĴʣ MŘ dİeĴĴ ĴĆid dĔŖč a ĆiļļĆeʞ bŁļ I cĔŁĆd fiŗ
ļhaļ Ŗiļh ļhe İighļ bİa ačd ĴĔČe dĔŁbĆe Ĵļick
ļaĭeʣ Ič ČŘ Čičd I ŖaĴ čĔČičaļed fĔİ ač
AcadeČŘ AŖaİdʞ ačd eŕeİŘ deĴigčeİ ŖİačgĆed ļĔ
ĴļŘĆe Čeʣ I İeČeČbeİed Ĵeŕečļh gİade LĔİeečʿĴ
cĔČČečļ abĔŁļ big bĔĔbĴ ĆĔĔkičg gİeaļ ič
dİeĴĴeĴʣ 

MŘ ČĔļheİ ļĔĔk Ĕče ĆĔĔk aļ Če ačd Ĵighedʣ Heİ
eŘe ļŖiļchedʣ ʼYĔŁ ĆĔĔk beaŁļifŁĆʞ bŁļ IʿČ



ŖĔİİiedʞʽ ČŘ ČĔČ Ĵaidʣ 

ʼWĔİİiedʤʽ 
 
ʼPeĔĭĆe Čighļ geļ ļhe ŖİĔčg ČeĴĴageʣʽ ʼBecaŁĴe
iļʿĴ ĴļİaĭĆeĴĴʤʽ I aĴkedʣ 

MŘ ČĔļheİ čeŕeİ ĴļĔĭĭed beičg bĆŁčļ ačd diİecļʣ
Wheč Ĵhe had ļĔ ļeĆĆ Če abĔŁļ ŁĴičg deĔdĔİačļʞ
Ĵhe ļĔĔk Če ļĔ ļhe aiĴĆe ačd Ĵaidʞ ʼChĔĔĴe Ĕčeʣʽ
Wheč I ĭŁĆĆed ČŘ ŁčİŁĆŘ haiİ ičļĔ a ČeĴĴŘ
ĭĔčŘļaiĆʞ Ĵhe gaŕe Če ĆeĴĴĔčĴ Ĕč čaļŁİaĆ haiİ
caİeʞ ačd ļhe LOC ČeļhĔdʞ ʰaĭĭĆŘ ič Ćeaŕeʴič
cĔčdiļiĔčeİʞ ĔiĆʞ ļheč ĴļŘĆičg cİeaČʣʱ Wheč I
faiĆed aĆgebİa becaŁĴe I ŖaĴčʿļ dĔičg ļhe
hĔČeŖĔİkʞ Ĵhe ļĔĆd Če ļĔ ŖĔİk haİdeİʣ Wheč I
ļĔĆd heİ ļhaļ I Ŗačļed ļĔ be ač acļİeĴĴʞ Ĵhe ļĔĆd
Če ļhe ĴļaļiĴļicĴ ļhaļ ĆeĴĴ ļhač ļeč ĭeİcečļ Čake
iļʞ bŁļ Ĵhe ŖĔŁĆd Ĵļačd behičd Če if I Ŗačļed ļĔ
ļİŘʣ 

BŁļ aĴ I ĴļĔĔd ič ļhaļ dİeĴĴičg İĔĔČʞ ČŘ ČĔČ
ĭaŁĴed befĔİe Ĵhe ĴĭĔkeʣ ʼNĔʞ hĔčeŘʣ I Čeač Ŗiļh
aĆĆ ļhaļ cĆeaŕageʣ PeĔĭĆe Čighļ ļhičk ļhaļ ŘĔŁʿİe
eaĴŘʣʽ MŘ ČĔČ ĴļaČČeİed ačd ŖĔŁĆdčʿļ Čake
eŘe cĔčļacļʣ She Ĵighed ačd keĭļ ĆighļĆŘ ļİŘičg ļĔ
ĭŁĆĆ ļhe ļĔĭ Ĕf ļhe dİeĴĴ Łĭʣ MŘ ČĔļheİʞ ļhe
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ŖĔČač ŖhĔ Ĵļaİed dĔŖč ačgİŘ bİideşiĆĆaĴ eŕeİŘ
daŘʞ ŖhĔ ŖĔŁĆd haŕe ļakeč Ĕč a bŁĆĆ ļĔ ĭİĔļecļ
heİ chiĆdİečʞ cĔŁĆdčʿļ ĆĔĔk Če ič ļhe eŘeʣ 

ʼWhaļ ĭeĔĭĆeʤʽ I aĴkedʣ I İeČeČbeİed ČŘ ČiddĆe
ĴchĔĔĆ ĭİičciĭaĆ ačd hiĴ ČeĴĴŘ deĴkʣ I
İeČeČbeİed ļhe čŁİĴe caĆĆičg Če deaİʣ I
İeČeČbeİed aĆĆ ļhe Ĵčickeİičg ič ĴchĔĔĆʣ WaĴ I
chĔĔĴičg ČŘ bİeaĴļ Ĵişe ļĔ aŕĔid ļhe ļeaĴičg Ĕİ
ļĔ ĆĔĔk Ćike eŕeİŘĔče eĆĴeʤ AĆĆ ļhĔĴe acļİeĴĴeĴ
ačd ČĔdeĆĴʞ Ŗheč ļheŘ ŖĔİe dİeĴĴeĴ Ŗiļh
cĆeaŕage ĴhĔŖičgʞ did ĭeĔĭĆe ļhičk ļheŘ Ŗeİe
eaĴŘʤ HĔŖ ČŁch cĆeaŕage ČakeĴ Ĕče ĆĔĔk eaĴŘʤ
Whaļ abĔŁļ aĆĆ ļhe ŖĔČeč Ŗiļh DĴ ļhaļ didčʿļ
cĔČe fİĔČ a bŁļļĔčʤ Weİe ļheŘ fĔİced ļĔ fĔİeŕeİ
Ŗeaİ ļŁİļĆečeckĴʤ Of cĔŁİĴe I didčʿļ aĴk ČŘ
ČĔļheİ ačŘ Ĕf ļheĴe įŁeĴļiĔčĴʣ I chĔĴe a dİeĴĴ
Ŗiļh ĆĔčg ĴĆeeŕeĴ ačd a high čeckĆiče ačd
adjŁĴļed ČŘ bĔĔbĴ ļĔ BĴʣ 
 

Cʣ 
 
Wheč I ŖaĴ a fİeĴhČač ič cĔĆĆegeʞ I feĆļ ĆeĴĴ
gačgĆŘʞ ačd ČŘ bİeaĴļ Ĵişe ŖaĴ ČĔİe a Čaļļeİ Ĕf
cĔčŕečiečceʣ I chĔĴe AĴ fĔİ eŗeİciĴičg ačd CĴ fĔİ
ŖaĆkičg aİĔŁčdʣ Wiļh ČŘ ČĔļheİʿĴ ŕĔice ič ČŘ
headʞ I ŖaĴ ĴļiĆĆ afİaid ļĔ ļİŘ DĴ agaičʣ 
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Oče čighļ afļeİ ĴĔČe Ćaļe čighļ ĴļŁdŘičgʞ a gŁŘ
ŖaĆked Če hĔČeʣ SeŕeİaĆ ļiČeĴ befĔİeʞ Ŗe had
Čeļ ļĔ ĴļŁdŘ fĔİ a cheČiĴļİŘ cĆaĴĴʣ We didčʿļ
İeaĆĆŘ ĴļŁdŘʞ ČĔİe Ćike ļaĆked abĔŁļ ļhe cĆaĴĴʞ BĔb
MaİĆeŘʞ ačd YĔŁčg ačd ļhe ReĴļĆeĴĴʣ We chaļļed
ĴĔ eaĴiĆŘʣ He ŖĔŁĆd ĆiĴļeč ŖiļhĔŁļ ičļeİİŁĭļičg
Čeʣ I aĆŖaŘĴ feĆļ Ćike ļhe ĔčĆŘ ĭeİĴĔč ič ļhe ŖĔİĆdʣ
He ŖĔŁĆd Čaičļaič eŘe cĔčļacļ ič a ŖaŘ ļhaļ I
had čeŕeİ Ĵeeč befĔİeʲa gaşe ĴĔ ičļečĴe I ŖĔŁĆd
haŕe ļĔ ĆĔĔk aŖaŘʣ Wheč Ŗe ĭaİļedʞ he ŖĔŁĆd
bİŁĴh ČŘ cheek Ŗiļh a ĴĔfļ kiĴĴ ačd heĆd ČŘ
eĆbĔŖ fĔİ a ĴecĔčd afļeİʣ 
 
ʼHeİe Ŗe aİeʞ AdaČĴ HaĆĆʞʽ I Ĵaidʣ MŘ dĔİČʞ ĴļŁck
ič ačciečļ ļiČeĴʞ ŖaĴ aĆĆ giİĆĴʣ The
gİĔŁčdĴkeeĭeİĴ ĭŁĆĆed ļhe iŕŘ Ĕff ļhe ĴideĴ ĴĔ
bĔŘĴ ŖĔŁĆdčʿļ cĆiČb ļhe ŖaĆĆĴ ačd Ĵčeak ič
ļhİĔŁgh ļhe ŖičdĔŖĴʣ The bŁiĆdičg ŖaĴ
ĴŁİİĔŁčded bŘ a diļch ļhaļ eŕeİŘĔče caĆĆed The
MĔaļʣ 

ʼLeļ Če Ĵee ŘĔŁİ İĔĔČʣ YĔŁ ļĔĆd Če iļ ŖaĴ
aŖeĴĔČeʞʽ he Ĵaidʣ I had čeŕeİ ičŕiļed hiČ ļĔ ČŘ
İĔĔČʣ MŘ faļheİʿĴ ŕĔiceʞ adČĔčiĴhičg Če abĔŁļ
haŕičg a bĔŘ ič ČŘ İĔĔČʞ keĭļ İeĭeaļičg ič ČŘ
headʣ DadʿĴ ŕĔice ŖĔŁĆd deeĭeč Ŗhečeŕeİ he ŖaĴ
giŕičg Če ĴafeļŘ adŕiceʣ I checked ļhe bĔŘ ičļĔ
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ČŘ dĔİČʣ The čĔİČaĆĆŘ bŁĴļĆičg haĆĆŖaŘĴ Ŗeİe
eČĭļŘʣ I Ĕĭečed ČŘ dĔĔİʞ Ŗhich I aĆŖaŘĴ keĭļ
ŁčĆĔckedʣ MŘ čeighbĔİĴ ŖĔŁĆd heĆĭ ļheČĴeĆŕeĴ
ļĔ ČŘ fİidge ačd Ŗaļch ļeĆeŕiĴiĔč ič ČŘ İĔĔČʣ MŘ
ŖaĆĆĴ had Ĵļİičg ĆighļĴ ačd ĭĔĴļeİĴ Ĕf KĆiČļʿĴ ʼThe
KiĴĴʽ ačd AŁdİeŘ HeĭbŁİč aĴ HĔĆĆŘ GĔĆighĆļŘʣ I
ĭĔŁİed ŁĴ each a gĆaĴĴ Ĕf Ĕİačge jŁice ačd Ĵaļ Ĕč
ļhe bedʣ The ĭŁĆĭ ĴļŁck ič ČŘ ļhİĔaļʣ I ŖiĴhed iļ
had beeč beeİ Ĕİ Ŗičeʣ He İeČaičed Ĵļačdičgʞ
Ćeačičg agaičĴļ ļhe ŖaĆĆ ļhaļ jŁļļed ičļĔ ļhe İĔĔČʣ

I ļaĆked abĔŁļ a ĴĔaĭ Ĕĭeİa ĭĆĔļ Ćičeʞ ačd he jŁĴļ
ĴļĔĔd ļheİeʣ He bİĔke eŘe cĔčļacļʞ ačd I ĴļĔĭĭed
ļaĆkičgʣ 
 
ʼYĔŁİ bİeaĴļĴ aİe aČaşičgʞʽ he Ĵaidʣ AĴ he ļŁİčed
back ļĔ Čeʞ I ŖaĴ ič ļhe İĔĔČ Ŗiļh a Ĵļİačgeİʣ
HiĴ eŘeĴ ĴhadĔŖed ačd hiĴ ĴhĔŁĆdeİĴ ĴįŁaİedʣ
The ĴČeĆĆ Ĕf hiĴ cĔĆĔgčeʞ Ćike ciļİŁĴ Ŗİaĭĭed ič
Ćeaļheİʞ fiĆĆed ČŘ čĔĴeʣ 
 
ʼWeĆĆʞ iļ iĴ geļļičg Ćaļeʞʽ I Ĵaidʣ 

He ĆŁčged aļ Če Ŗiļh ļhe Ĵļİečgļh Ĕf a ĴiĆŕeİback
gĔİiĆĆaʞ aļļackičg Če ič a fİečşŘʣ HačdĴ Ŗİaĭĭed
aİĔŁčd ČŘ čeck ačd ĴįŁeeşedʣ Theİe ŖaĴ čĔ
ĴcİeaČičg ʼNĔʞʽ ĔčĆŘ ʼPĆeaĴeʞ ĴļĔĭʣʽ I begged fĔİ



ČŘ Ćifeʣ MŘ eaİĴ cĆĔgged aĴ if I had a cĔĆdʣ 

He İeĆeaĴed ČŘ čeck ačd İiĭĭed ČŘ bĆĔŁĴe Ĕff
ačd ĭŁĆĆed dĔŖč ČŘ ĭačļĴ ič Ĕče ĴŖifļ ČĔČečļ
aĴ I chĔked ačd cĔŁghedʞ hĔĭičg ļĔ bİeaļheʣ I ŖaĴ
cİŁĴhed bŘ hiĴ Ŗeighļ Ĕč ļĔĭ Ĕf Čeʞ ĴČĔļheİed aĴ
he ĭečeļİaļed Čeʣ MŘ Čičd Ćefļ ČŘ bĔdŘʣ 
 
MŘ eŘeĴ ĆĔcked Ĕč ČŘ KĆiČļ ĭĔĴļeİʣ The Čač iĴ
cĆŁļchičg ļhe ŖĔČač ič ač eČbİaceʣ I ŁĴed ļĔ
ļhičk iļ ŖaĴ İĔČačļicʞ ļhaļ Ĵhe iĴ ĴŖeĭļ aŖaŘ bŘ
hiĴ ļĔŁchʣ BŁļ Ĕč ļhaļ daŘʞ Ĵhe ĭŁĴhed hiČ aŖaŘʞ
ļŁİčičg heİ headʣ He ŖaĴ faceĆeĴĴ ačd fĔİČĆeĴĴʞ
ečŕeĆĔĭičg heİʣ 
 
He fĔİced Če Ĕŕeİ ĔčļĔ ČŘ ĴļĔČachʞ ĴhĔŕičg ČŘ
face ičļĔ ČŘ bedʞ ačd ĭŁĆĆed ČŘ hiĭĴ ļĔ hiČʣ MŘ
bŁļļĔč İeČaičed hiddeč aĴ he gİĔĭed ačd heĆd
Čeʣ Whaļ if he fĔŁčd ļhe bŁļļĔčʤ WaĴ he
Ĵeaİchičg fĔİ iļʤ WĔŁĆd I be fİĔşeč ič ļhaļ
ČĔČečļ Ćike ļhaļ ŖĔČač ič The KiĴĴʤ 

He backed aŖaŘ fİĔČ Čeʞ ačd ĴļickŘ ŖeļčeĴĴ
gĆĔĭĭed ĔčļĔ ČŘ Ćegʣ He ĭŁĆĆed Če Łĭʣ HiĴ eŘeĴ
caĆČed aĴ if hiĴ ĴĔŁĆ İeļŁİčedʣ He ĴČiĆed ačd
ŖaĆked ĔŁļ Ĕf ČŘ İĔĔČʞ cĆĔĴičg ļhe dĔĔİ behičd
hiČʣ 
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The ĆeaļheİŘʞ Ĕİačge ĴČeĆĆ fİĔČ hiĴ cĔĆĔgče
cĔčĴŁČed ļhe İĔĔČʣ CŁİĆed Łĭ ič a baĆĆ Ĕč ļhe
fĆĔĔİʞ I Ŗİaĭĭed ČŘ aİČĴ aİĔŁčd cheĴļʣ MŘ
ļhİĔaļ ŖaĴ İaŖʣ Wheč ļhe ĴŁč caČe Łĭʞ I Ŗečļ ļĔ
ļhe baļhİĔĔČ ačd ĴhĔŖeİedʣ I ĭŁĆĆed ļhe ĴheeļĴ
Ĕff ČŘ bed ačd Ćaid dĔŖč Ĕč ļhe baİe ČaļļİeĴĴʣ 
 
WeekĴʣ YeaİĴʣ I ŖaĴ čŁČb ļĔ ļiČeʣ I ĆĔĴļ ČŘĴeĆf ič
daİkčeĴĴʲdiĴcĔččecļed fİĔČ ļhe ŖĔİĆdʞ
ĴĆeeĭŖaĆkičg ļhİĔŁgh Ćifeʣ Ič İeļİĔĴĭecļʞ I dĔčʿļ
kčĔŖ hĔŖ I Čačaged ļĔ fičiĴh cĔĆĆegeʣ Afļeİ
gİadŁaļiĔčʞ I ŖĔİked Ŗaiļičg Ĕč ļabĆeĴ ŖhiĆe I
ĭŁİĴŁed ač acļičg caİeeİʣ I gĔļ aŁdiļiĔčĴ ačd
eŕeč ĴĔČe ČičĔİ İĔĆeĴʣ I aĴĴŁČed caĴļičg agečļĴ
İejecļed Če becaŁĴe I ŖaĴ daČagedʣ I keĭļ ČŘ
bĔĔbĴ Ĵeļ aļ AĴ fĔİ ŘeaİĴ afļeİ ļhaļʞ baİeĆŘ
ĆĔĔkičg Ĕİ ļĔŁchičg ČŘ bĔdŘʞ eŗceĭļ ļĔ baļheʣ I
didčʿļ diĴcŁĴĴ Ŗhaļ haĭĭečed ļĔ Čeʣ I didčʿļ eŕeč
adČiļ iļ ļĔ ČŘĴeĆfʣ I didčʿļ kčĔŖ Ŗhaļ I feĆļʣ I ŖaĴ
čŁČbʣ 

Theİe ŖaĴ a ĭeİiĔd Ŗheč I ŖaĴ ļŖečļŘʴfiŕeʞ I
ĴļĔĭĭed baļhičgʣ I ĴļĔĭĭed gĔičg ļĔ aŁdiļiĔčĴʣ I
Ĵĭečļ ČĔĴļ Ĕf ļhe ļiČe Ŗaļchičg čĔļhičg bŁļ
hĔČe iČĭİĔŕeČečļ ĴhĔŖĴ abĔŁļ İeČĔdeĆičg ačd
hĔŁĴe fĆiĭĭičgʣ Geļļičg ĔŁļ Ĕf bed feĆļ Ćike
dİaggičg ač eĆeĭhačļ acİĔĴĴ ļhe highŖaŘʣ EŕeİŘ
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nighļʞ I İeliŕed mŘ aĴĴaŁlļ in mŘ Ĵleeĭʣ HiĴ face
lĔĔmed Ĕŕeİ meʣ HiĴ handĴ gİabbed mŘ ļhİĔaļʣ I
cİied and Ŗİaĭĭed mŘ aİmĴ aİĔŁnd mŘ cheĴļʣ
SnĔļ ĭĔŁİed dĔŖn mŘ faceʣ Afļeİ I didnʿļ anĴŖeİ
ļhe ĭhĔne Ĕİ ļhe dĔĔİ fĔİ ļŖĔ ŖeekĴʞ Veİaʞ mŘ
ĔldeĴļ and deaİeĴļ fİiendʞ dİagged me ļĔ a
ļheİaĭiĴļʣ She didnʿļ aĴk Ŗhaļ ŖaĴ ŖİĔng Ŗiļh
meʞ and I cĔŁldnʿļ ļell heİʣ Afļeİ I Ĵĭenļ mĔnļhĴ in
ļheİaĭŘ ĴaŘing I ŖaĴ jŁĴļ deĭİeĴĴedʞ I finallŘ
admiļļed Ŗhaļ I neŕeİ ļĔld anŘĔneʣ I felļ aĴ if I
İeliŕed ļhaļ nighļʣ 

A Ŗeek laļeİʞ mŘ ļheİaĭiĴļ managed ļĔ cĔnŕince
me ļĔ Ĵeek İaĭe cĔŁnĴelingʣ I Ĵaļ alĔne in ļhe
Ŗaiļing İĔĔm Ĕf ļhe İaĭe cİiĴiĴ cenļeİʣ Iļ had
PeĭļĔ BiĴmĔl ĭink Ŗallĭaĭeİʞ mŁļed flĔİal
ŁĭhĔlĴļeİed aİmchaiİĴʞ and nĔ Ŗaiļing İĔĔm
mŁĴicʣ One flŁĔİeĴcenļ bŁlb flickeİedʞ caĴļing a
ĴhadĔŖ and a Ĵlighļ ĴmĔke ļİail ļhaļ Ĵmelled Ĕf
ĔşĔne aİĔŁnd ļhe İĔĔmʣ I Ŗalked inļĔ ļhe
cĔŁnĴelĔİʿĴ Ĕffice dİagging mŘ feeļ acİĔĴĴ ļhe
caİĭeļʞ mŘ haiİ Ĵļanding Ĕn endʣ 

I Ĵaļ acİĔĴĴ fİĔm mŘ cĔŁnĴelĔİ Ŗiļh mŘ feeļ
ĭlanļed flaļ Ĕn ļhe flĔĔİʞ back Ĵļİaighļ againĴļ ļhe
ĴaggŘ leaļheİ chaiİʣ 
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ʼSļaİļ fİĔm ļhe beginningʞʽ Ĵhe Ĵaidʣ 
 
ʼI leļ a bĔŘ Łĭ ļĔ mŘ İĔĔm in cĔllege and gİabbed
me and fĔİced himĴelf Ĕn meʣʽ I İeĭĔİļed Ŗhaļ
haĭĭenedʣ I cĔŁldnʿļ ŁĴe ļhe ŖĔİd ʼİaĭeʣʽ 
 
ʼHĔŖ cĔŁld I ļİŁĴļ himʤ WhŘ didnʿļ I knĔŖ ļhaļ
he ŖaĴ a mĔnĴļeİʤ WhŘ did I leļ him in mŘ
İĔĔmʤʽ 
 
ʼIļ ŖaĴnʿļ ŘĔŁİ faŁlļʞʽ MŘ cĔŁnĴelĔİ Ĵaidʞ bŁļ I
didnʿļ belieŕe heİʣ 

Afļeİ I Ĵļaİļed geļļing cĔŁnĴeling fĔİ mŘ İaĭeʞ I
ŖaĴ able ļĔ İeļŁİn ļĔ acļingʣ I aŁdiļiĔned fĔİ a
deĔdĔİanļ cĔmmeİcialʣ The caĴļing agenļ
cĔmmenļed ļhaļ I ŖĔŁld lĔĔk ĭeİfecļ fĔİ ļhe İĔle
if I had biggeİ bĔĔbĴʣ He ŖhiĴĭeİed lĔŁdlŘ and
ĭĔinļed aļ mŘ cheĴļʣ I laŁghedʣ 

Aļ hĔmeʞ afļeİ mŘ ĴhĔŖeİʞ I ĴļĔĔd befĔİe ļhe
baļhİĔĔm miİİĔİ inĴļead Ĕf İŁnning fİĔm iļʣ WhŘ
had I ļhĔŁghļ ļhaļ mŘ femininiļŘ ŖaĴ ĴļĔİed in
mŘ bĔĔbĴʤ The Ŗaļeİ eŕaĭĔİaļed Ĕff mŘ Ĵkinʞ and
I Ĵlaļheİed Ĕn cĔcĔnŁļ Ĕilʣ MŘ legĴ ĭŁĴhed
againĴļ ļhe eaİļhʨ mŘ back held mŘ bĔdŘ Łĭİighļʣ 



I ļİied ļĔ adjŁĴļ ļhe bŁļļĔnʣ Whaļ Ĵişe did I ļİŘʤ I
dĔnʿļ İemembeİʣ The bŁļļĔn ŖaĴ fİĔşen inļĔ
ĭlaceʞ and I Ĵmiledʣ Iļ ŖaĴ Ĕne mĔnļh befĔİe mŘ
ļŖenļŘʴĴiŗļh biİļhdaŘʣ 

Dʣ 
 
One daŘ aĴ I Ŗalked ļĔ geļ ļĔ a fĔĔļ ĭĔŖdeİ
aŁdiļiĔnʞ I Ŗaļched a ŖĔmanʣ She ŖĔİe Ĕne Ĕf
ļhĔĴe bĔdŘ cĔnļĔŁİ dİeĴĴeĴ in blĔĔd İed Ŗiļh
gĔld ĴļileļļĔĴʣ She ŖaĴ nĔļ ļhe ļinieĴļ ŖĔmanʞ and
heİ makeʴŁĭ ŖaĴ a liļļle ļĔĔ ļhickʞ bŁļ heİ
ĴhĔŁldeİĴ Ŗeİe Ĵļİaighļ and heİ ankleĴ dainļŘʣ
She ļĔĴĴed heİ cŁİlŘ black haiİ dĔŖn heİ back aĴ
Ĵhe ĴļİŁļļed ĭaĴĴed eŕeİŘĔneʣ MŘ haiİ gĔeĴ ļĔ mŘ
eaİĴʣ Heİ bĔĔbĴ bĔŁnced İhŘļhmicallŘ aĴ Ĵhe
Ŗalkedʣ ThiĴ ŖĔman had Ĵkin ļhaļ begged ļĔ be
ļĔŁchedʣ I Ŗalked behind heİʞ mŘ hŁge feeļ
clĔĭĭing alĔng ļhe ĴideŖalkʣ MŘ idea Ĕf femininiļŘ
had been Ŗİaĭĭed Łĭ in bĔdŘ imageʞ bŁļ
Ŗaļching ļhiĴ ŖĔman İeminded me ļhaļ
femininiļŘ had nĔļhing ļĔ dĔ Ŗiļh ļhe acļŁal bĔdŘ
bŁļ Ŗiļh ļhe ŖaŘ ļhaļ a ŖĔman caİİied iļʣ I ŖaĴ
meĴmeİişedʞ nĔļ bŘ heİ bĔdŘʞ bŁļ bŘ heİ
cĔnfidenceʣ 
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I gaŕe biİļh ļĔ mŘ daŁghļeİ Ĕn a İainŘ FİidaŘʣ
EŕeİŘļhing haĭĭened ĴĔ įŁicklŘʣ She ŖaĴ almĔĴļ
deliŕeİed Ĕn ļhe highŖaŘʣ MŘ hŁĴband dİĔŕe
faĴļeİ ļhan a NASCAR dİiŕeİ in ļhe final laĭʣ
When Ŗe gĔļ ļĔ ļhe emeİgencŘ İĔĔmʞ ļhe dĔcļĔİ
Ĵenļ ŁĴ ļĔ ļhe deliŕeİŘ İĔĔm İighļ aŖaŘʣ 

MŘ cĔnļİacļiĔnĴ İŁĴhed inʣ EŕeİŘ Ĵiŗ minŁļeĴʞ
eŕeİŘ ļŖĔ minŁļeĴʞ eŕeİŘ ļhiİļŘ ĴecĔndĴʣ IļʿĴ nĔļ
like Ĕn TV Ŗiļh all ļhe Ĵcİeaming and ĴŖeaİingʣ I
didnʿļ haŕe ļhe eneİgŘʣ MŘ bĔdŘ jŁĴļ ļĔĔk Ĕŕeİ Ĕn
inĴļincļʞ beaİing dĔŖn Ŗiļh each cĔnļİacļiĔn aĴ
ļhe babŘ inched ĔŁļʣ Thaļ big head bŁİned aĴ iļ
Ĵlid ĔŁļʣ I held mŘ daŁghļeİ ļĔ mŘ cheĴļ and ļhen
Ŗe bĔļh became Ĵļillʣ I ŖĔİİied ļhaļ mŘ milk
ŖĔŁldnʿļ leļ dĔŖnʣ All ļhe ĭain in mŘ bĔdŘ ļŁİned
Ĕffʣ She ĴnŁggled Łĭ againĴļ me and began ļĔ
nŁİĴe aĴ if Ĵhe ŖĔŁld neŕeİ eaļ againʨ ļhe ĴĔŁnd
Ĕf heİ feeding ŖaĴ like a ŖaiļİeĴĴ Ĵmacking gŁmʣ
Heİ babŘ Ĵkin ŖaĴ ĴĔ ĴĔfļʞ and Ĵhe Ĵmelled like
heaŕenʣ The İain ĴļĔĭĭedʞ and ļhe ĴŁn came ĔŁļʣ
I keĭļ ļĔŁching heİʞ afİaid ļhaļ Ĵhe mighļ
diĴaĭĭeaİʣ I ŖĔİİied abĔŁļ mŘ daŁghļeİ being in
ļhiĴ ŖĔİldʣ 
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RaiĴed in Philadelĭhiaʞ TİõĴh Lʣ RĔdİõgŁeş nĔŖ İeĴideĴ

in Mediaʞ PAʣ She gİadŁaļed fİĔm RĔĴemĔnļ CĔllege

MFA in Cİeaļiŕe Wİiļing PİĔgİamʣ FicļiĔn Ŗİiļing iĴ heİ

dİeamʣ 
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Jorie Rao iĴ an EngliĴh LiļeİaļŁİe ĭİofeĴĴoİ Ŗiļh a

ĭaĴĴion foİ İeading and Ŗİiļingʣ She haĴ an MFA in

Cİeaļiŕe Wİiļing and ComĭoĴiļion TheoİŘ and Ŗon ļhe

Toni Libİo AŖaİd foİ eŗcellence in Ŗİiļingʣ  
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     Iļ ļook me ļen ŘeaİĴʣ 
     In FebİŁaİŘ ɿɽɿɽʞ I ŖaĴ inŕiļed bŘ a facŁlļŘ
membeİ fİom ļhe Global AĴian SļŁdieĴ Pİogİam
aļ UIC ļo do ĭİeĴenļaļionĴ foİ hiĴ AĴian Ameİican
coŁİĴeĴʣ The ĭİeĴenļaļion ŖaĴ enļiļled ʼSeŗŁal
AĴĴaŁlļ on College CamĭŁĴ and AĴian Ameİican
EŗĭeİienceĴʣʽ 
     ThiĴ ĭİeĴenļaļion ŖaĴ diffeİenļ foİ me foİ one
majoİ İeaĴonʣ Iļ ŖaĴ ļhe fiİĴļ ļime ļhaļ I had
ĭİeĴenļed foİ college claĴĴeĴ Ŗiļh ĭİedominanļlŘ
AĴian Ameİican ĴļŁdenļĴʣ Sļaİing aļ faceĴ Ĵimilaİ
ļo mine hiļ me ŕiĴceİallŘʣ 
     I Ĵļaİļed mŘ ļalk Ŗiļh ļhe folloŖing majoİ
ļoĭicĴʝ 
        ʜ The Ameİican colonişaļion in AĴiaʞ ļheiİ
           miliļaİŘʩĭoliļical inļeİŕenļionĴ in ļhe AĴian
           İegionʞ and ļhe Uniļed SļaļeĴʿ İaciĴļ and
           imĭeİialiĴļ legacieĴ in AĴiaʨ 
        ʜ The conĴļİŁcļed imageĴ of AĴian Ŗomen aĴ
           docileʞ ĴŁbmiĴĴiŕeʞ eŗoļicʞ ĴenĴŁalʞ and
           ĴeŗŁallŘ Ŗilling and ļhe ĴeŗŁal feļiĴhişaļion
           of AĴianʩAĴian Ameİican Ŗomenʨ 
        ʜ The hiĴļoİical ĴŘmbolicʩcŁlļŁİal
           emaĴcŁlaļion and deʴĴeŗŁalişaļion of
           AĴianʩAĴian Ameİican menʨ 
        ʜ The neceĴĴiļŘ ļo cenļeİ İace in ĴeŗŁal
           aĴĴaŁlļ diĴcoŁİĴeʣ 

Ada[CKHQJ
LeT[Them[NoT[Be[YoUr[Ten!

     WhŘ aİe İace oİ İacialişed imageĴ cenļİal ļo
oŁİ ŁndeİĴļanding of ĴeŗŁal aĴĴaŁlļʤ If ŘoŁ aİe
ĭeİceiŕed ļo be ĴŁbmiĴĴiŕeʞ docileʞ ĴenĴŁalʞ
eŗoļicʞ and feļiĴhişedʞ iĴ iļ ĭoĴĴible ļhaļ ŘoŁİ
İejecļionĴʞ eŕen if ļheŘ aİe fiİmʞ can be
diĴİegaİded oŕeİ and oŕeİʤ IĴ iļ ĭoĴĴible ļhaļʞ if
ŘoŁ aİe ĭeİceiŕed ļo be ĴeŗŁallŘ Ŗilling and
aŕailableʞ ŘoŁİ İejecļionĴʞ eŕen if ļheŘ aİe cleaİ
and ĭeİĴiĴļenļʞ can be fanļaĴişed in a ļŖiĴļed ŖaŘ
ļo mean affiİmaļionĴʤ 
    ImmediaļelŘ afļeİ ļhe claĴĴʞ a ĴļŁdenļ
aĭĭİoached me and Ĵaidʞ ʼThank ŘoŁ foİ ŘoŁİ
ĭİeĴenļaļionʣ I İeallŘ aĭĭİeciaļe ļhe ŖaŘ ŘoŁ
aĭĭİoached ļhiĴ ļoĭicʣ YoŁ made ļhiĴ maļeİial
İeleŕanļ ļo me and mŘ eŗĭeİienceĴʣʽ I kneŖ Ŗhaļ
Ĵhe meanļʣ She didnʿļ mean ļhaļ mŘ ĭİeĴenļaļion
ŖaĴ İeleŕanļ ļo heİ aĴ a Ŗomanʣ She meanļ iļ ŖaĴ
İeleŕanļ ļo heİ aĴ an AĴian Ŗoman in ļhiĴ
coŁnļİŘʣ 
     Heİ İemaİk Ĵhook me ļo mŘ coİeʞ noļ onlŘ in
ļeİmĴ of hoŖ I ĴhoŁld do gendeİʴbaĴed ŕiolence
ļİaining in ļhe fŁļŁİeʞ bŁļ alĴo hoŖ I had ļo İeʴ
eŗamine mŘ oŖn ĴeŗŁal aĴĴaŁlļʣ I had ļo aĴk
mŘĴelfʝ WhŘ did I ļell ļhe ĴļoİŘ ļhe ŖaŘ I didʤ
WhŘ did I leaŕe oŁļ ceİļain deļailĴʤ And moĴļ
imĭoİļanļlŘʞ ŖhŘ ŖaĴ mŘ idenļiļŘ aĴ an AĴian
Ŗoman neŕeİ giŕen a ĭİoĭeİ ĭlace in mŘ oŖn   
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ĭŁblic accoŁnļ of ļhe ĴļoİŘʤ 
     MŘ ĴeŗŁal aĴĴaŁlļ ļook ĭlace in ɿɽɾɽʣ He ŖaĴ a
colleagŁe of mine in ļhe deĭaİļmenļ aļ a Ŗellʴ
knoŖn ŁniŕeİĴiļŘ in Chicagoʣ He ŖaĴ a fİiendʞ a
ĭİogİeĴĴiŕe facŁlļŘ membeİʞ and a comİadeʝ one
Ŗho ŖoŁld maİch Ŗiļh Ŗomen and Ĵĭeak Łĭ foİ
ŁĴʣ 
     Yeļ he ĴeŗŁallŘ aĴĴaŁlļed me deĴĭiļe mŘ
İeĭeaļed İejecļionĴʣ I coŁldnʿļ eŕen name iļ aĴ
İaĭe Łnļil anoļheİ cloĴe colleagŁe of mine named
iļ foİ meʣ I coŁld noļ İeconcile hiĴ good man
image in ĭŁblic Ŗiļh ļhe ŕiolence he commiļļed in
ĭİiŕaļeʣ 
     I haŕe ļold ļhiĴ ĴļoİŘ in ĭŁblic a feŖ ļimeĴ
Ĵince ɿɽɾʃʣ I lefļ oŁļ Ĵomeļhing imĭoİļanļʣ 
     I decided noļ ļo diĴcŁĴĴ İace in ļhe ĴļoİŘ ļo
miļigaļe ļhe ĴļeİeoļŘĭing ļhaļ mighļ enĴŁeʣ MŘ
colleagŁe iĴ an immigİanļ man of coloİʞ a membeİ
of a maİginalişed commŁniļŘʣ I lefļ oŁļ ļhaļ deļail
becaŁĴe of ļhe laİgeİ ĭoliļical climaļe of oŁİ ļimeʣ 
     In ɿɽɾʂʞ Ŗhen Donald TİŁmĭ came oŁļ İŁnning
foİ ĭİeĴidencŘʞ hiĴ camĭaign İelied on
demonişing immigİanļĴʞ ĭaİļicŁlaİlŘ immigİanļ
men of coloİʞ conĴļİŁcļing ļhem aĴ dİŁg dealeİĴʞ
ļİaffickeİĴʞ cİiminalĴʞ and İaĭiĴļĴʣ I didnʿļ Ŗanļ
ļhiĴ ļo become anoļheİ ĴļaļiĴļic conļİibŁļing ļo
ļhe ĭoİļİaŘal of immigİanļ men of coloİ aĴ ļhe 

ŕillain in oŁİ laİgeİ cŁlļŁİal and ĭoliļical
landĴcaĭeĴʣ 
     Since I didnʿļ name hiĴ İaceʞ I didnʿļ eŗĭloİe
hoŖ mŘ oŖn İace mighļ haŕe ĭlaŘed a ĭaİļ in mŘ
oŖn ŕicļimişaļionʣ I haŕe been ļİoŁbled bŘ mŘ
oŖn omiĴĴion Ĵince mŘ İacial idenļiļŘ aĴ an AĴian
Ŗoman haĴ been cenļİal ļo mŘ eŗiĴļence aĴ an
immigİanļ Ŗoman of coloİ in ļhiĴ coŁnļİŘ and
mŘ eŗĭeİienceĴ aĴ an immigİanļ Ŗoman of coloİ
facŁlļŘ in academiaʝ in ļhe ŖaŘ mŘ colleagŁeĴ
haŕe diĴmiĴĴed mŘ ĭİeĴenceʞ aĭĭİoĭİiaļed mŘ
inļellecļŁal laboİʞ and diĴcoŁnļed mŘ
conļİibŁļionĴʨ in ļhe ŖaŘ mŘ ĴļŁdenļĴ haŕe
diĴİegaİded mŘ aŁļhoİiļŘ aĴ a ļenŁİed facŁlļŘ
membeİʨ and in ļhe ŖaŘ I haŕe been ļold ļo go
back ļo mŘ coŁnļİŘ and conĴiĴļenļlŘ aĴked Ŗheİe
I am fİom ʼoİiginallŘʽʞ eŕen afļeİ I became a
ciļişen in ɿɽɾʂʣ 
     HoŖ coŁld İace be Ĵo Ĵalienļ in all mŘ
eŗĭeİienceĴ aĴ an immigİanļ Ŗoman of coloİʞ Řeļ
Ĵo abĴenļ aļ ļhiĴ momenļ of inļimaļe ŕiolaļionʤ
Whaļ oļheİ ĭeİnicioŁĴ effecļĴ can ļhiĴ eİaĴŁİe of
İace haŕeʤ 
     Whaļ I didnʿļ ĴaŘ ļo ĴļŁdenļĴ in ɿɽɿɽ iĴ ļhiĴʝ IĴ
iļ ĭoĴĴible ļhaļʞ becaŁĴe of ļheĴe imageĴʞ
deŕeloĭed and conĴļİŁcļed oŁļ of ļhe Ameİican
İaciĴļʞ colonialʞ and imĭeİialiĴļ legacieĴʞ ŘoŁ Ŗill  
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be perceived as a complicitous collaborator in
your own sexual assault, not only by others, but
also by yourself? Is it possible that we also come
to see ourselves as complicit in the violence
against us?
     I did, questioning myself in terms of the
legitimacy of the rape because there was no brute
force, because it was not in the dark alley,
because he was no stranger but someone I
trusted, because I didnʿt fight back and yell,
because I thought I was trying to salvage a
friendship, and because I stayed quiet and let it
go afterwards, pretending nothing had happened. 
     Exactly the same way I dealt with antiʴAsian
racism early on in my life in this country.  
     On March 16 2021, a White man murdered
eight people in Atlanta, among them six Asian
women. In the press conference, the sheriff
minimized the violence against these Asian
women by labeling it as the shooterʿs trouble with
sexual addictions. 
     Within one month of my arrival in this country
in 1991, I learned a particular form of racial
profiling, unique to me as an Asian woman, via
this phrase: ʼI like Asian women.ʽ  
     This phrase has been said to me millions of
times throughout decades, by men of all races,  

particularly White men.
     The key word here is Asian, not women. Men
are looking for a particular set of titillating
images and stereotypes in me. I am not
importantʨ the collective ʼweʽ that they have
been fantasizing is what satisfies their sexual
desire. 
     I am never just a womanʨ I have always been
an Asian woman. 
     In an effort to protect my perpetrator, I never
once asked how my identity as an Asian woman
as well as the images based on the racist
misogyny in his fantasies might have played a
role in his repeated refusals to accept my
rejections. I obscured the fact that I had
consistently experienced racialized misogyny
and sexism from men of color. 
     Even until this day, I still do not know how to
address the harm done to one another within
marginalized communities. 
     I wrote myself, the inseparable Asian woman,
out of my own narratives. 
     When you write yourself out of your own
stories, there is no story to tell about you or for
you. 
     It took me ten years. 
     Let them not be your ten! 
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An educatorʴturned artist, storyteller, and creator, 

Drʣ Ada Cheng has utilized storytelling to illustrate

structural inequities, raise critical awareness, and build

intimate communities. Committed to amplifying and

uplifting marginalized voices, she has created several

storytelling platforms for BIPOC and LGBTQIA

communities to tell difficult and vulnerable stories. She

was named 2021 Educator of the Year by the 7th

Congressional Districtʧs MultiʴEthnic Task Force and

the American MultiʴEthnic Coalition. She was a

tenured professor in sociology at DePaul University

from 2001ʴ2016 when she resigned to pursue

performance and storytelling. Since then, she has

delivered numerous keynotes for academic

conferences, universities, nonprofit organizations, and

government agencies using storytelling and

performance arts. Dr. Cheng is a speaker for Illinois

Humanities Road Scholars Speakers Bureau and an

adjunct faculty at Dominican University. Her interests

encompass academia, storytellingʩperformance, and

advocacy.
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I heard the sirens in the distance  
coming closer, and I knew  
who they were keening for. 
 
Before the call,  
the knock on the door,  
the wail closing in,  
 
women captured bird song,  
the skyʿs teal cover,  
the dandelionʧs parachute of bristles,  
the air rife with motion and choice. 
 
Now our bodies light before us, 
bruised in voiceless times 
stymied by the rugged hills and curves, 
of unwanted laws.
 
After 50 years of weaving our voices to a life of choice  
a void seeps into the borders of our promises  
and leaves an armor as we stand guard 
on a precipice and look down  
at our remaining journey of steep and rocky paths. 

*

JŃne ɺɼʏ ɺɸɺɺ is a dark daŚ in American historŚʕ The nŃmbing of Řomenʰs spirits and abilitŚ to make

informed choices aboŃt their liŗes is a deŗastating and horrific act bŚ oŃr jŃstice sŚstemʕ This poem is

the stŚmied ŗoice rising Ńp to resistʕ  
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Laurie Kuntş is a widely published and award winning

poet. She has been nominated for a Pushcart and Best

of the Net prize. She has published two poetry

collections ʰThe Moon Oŗer MŚ Motherʰs HoŃseʏ

Finishing Line Pressʏ SomeŘhere in the Tellingʏ Mellen

Pressʱ, two chapbooks ʰSimple GestŃres, Texas Review,

Women at the Onsen, Blue Light Pressʱ.  Her 5th poetry

collection, Talking Me off the Roof, is forthcoming from

Kelsay Press in late 2022. Recently retired, she lives in

an endless summer state of mind. Visit her at: 

https:ʩʩlauriekuntz.myportfolio.com 
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LaUra[Kinter
SoRRY,[TKLS[WaSQçT[foR[US.
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     It was late ʳ way past working hours. Jean and
I had spent the entire evening pouring over
pieces of writing that survivors of sexual violence
had submitted to be published in our relatively
new magazine, AŘakened Voices. Despite the
emotional difficulty of combing through dozens
of memoirs that often depicted the worst
experiences in the writersʿ lives, we were buzzing
with excitement. People had sent us their stories.
     Weʿd published a few issues already that close
friends seemed to enjoy. Our first two issues
were filled with wonderful writers and writing ʳ
the first, Mothers, featured four pieces that
explored the complicated relationships survivors
might have with their mothers. Our second issue,
Fathers, continued that exploration. They
touched on aspects of survivorship Iʿd rarely seen
elsewhere, and contributed to our growing
collection of survivor art in which we hoped, one
day, every survivor could see themselves
represented.
     Despite the encouraging feedback, I felt
disappointed. I know Jean did too, but we never
admitted it to one another. Numerous people
expressed interest in a magazine, and we thought
if we built it, they would come. But they didnʿt.
No matter how much we loved those first two

issues, one fact remained: we had asked for every
single piece of writing. We knew that would be
the case in the beginning. But by the time the
third and fourth issues rolled around, Iʿd started
to consider the possibility that things would
remain that way. I would always have to solicitʨ
no one would submitʨ maybe most survivors
werenʿt ready to share their story so intimately
and publicly.
     But then, like a beam of light shattering our
dark clouds, we found Submittable. We had no
clue that a submission software would change
things so drastically, but it did ʰno, they are not
paying me for this, but Submittable, if youʿre
reading this ʳ donʿt be shy 😉ʱ. We published a
prompt for our next issue and submissions
flooded our inbox.
     Jean and I met on the night of the submission
deadline and devoured the writing, with a
festering concern about how we could possibly
decline any of it. After tedious deliberation, we
chose the winners. I decided to send the
rejections first and planned out a few sentences
of warm encouragement and specific feedback
for each. I opened the first piece to decline and
clicked a button. Rather than allow me to write
my own message to the survivor, that button 
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Ĵečļ ač aŁļĔČaļed eČail ĴaŘičg ʼSĔİİŘʞ ļhiĴ
ŖaĴčʿļ fĔİ ŁĴʣʽ MŘ ĴļĔČach dİĔĭĭed ļĔ ļhe flĔĔİʣ
The ĴŁİŕiŕĔİ ŖİĔļe a lĔčgʞ deļailed accĔŁčļ Ĕf
ļheiİ aĴĴaŁlļ ačd Ŗe İeĭlied Ŗiļh ʼSĔİİŘʞ ļhiĴ
ŖaĴčʿļ fĔİ ŁĴʣʽ I ĴŖiİled aİĔŁčd ič daİk ļhĔŁghļ
fĔİ Ĵeŕeİal ČičŁļeĴ Łčļil a ʼdičgʽ bİĔŁghļ Če
back ļĔ cĔčĴciĔŁĴčeĴĴ ʳ ļhe ĴŁİŕiŕĔİ had
İeĴĭĔčdedʣ TheŘ İead ŁĴ ļhe İiĔļ acļʞ ačd
İighļfŁllŘ ĴĔʣ MŘ heaİļ bİĔke aĴ I İead ļhe eČail
ačd I Ĵečļ back ač aĭĔlĔgŘ lĔčgeİ ļhač ļheiİ
eĴĴaŘʣ I leaİčed ŕeİŘ įŁicklŘ afļeİ ļhaļ hĔŖ ļĔ
Ĵečd cŁĴļĔČişed İeĴĭĔčĴeĴʣ
     I Ŗačļed ļĔ Ĵhaİe ļhiĴ ĴļĔİŘ becaŁĴe iļʿĴ
iČĭĔİļačļ ļĔ İeČeČbeİ ĔŁİ hŁČble begiččičgĴʣ I
lĔĔk aļ AŘaąeďed VĖiceĶ čĔŖ ačd Čaİŕelʣ Iļ
feaļŁİeĴ ŖİiļeİĴ fİĔČ all Ĕŕeİ ļhe ŖĔİldʣ Ač ečļiİe
ļeaČ Ĕf ŕĔlŁčļeeİ İeadeİĴ helĭ ŁĴ Ŗiļh ĴĔİļičg
ĴŁbČiĴĴiĔčĴʣ We ŁĴe a ļİaŁČaʴičfĔİČed ediļičg
ĭİĔceĴĴʣ Ačdʞ if I Čighļ addʞ ļhe Čagaşiče ĈĖĖąĶ

ičcİedibleʣ ReĴĭecļʞ caİeʞ ačd cĔČĭaĴĴiĔč
ĭeİČeaļe eŕeİŘ Ĵļeĭ Ĕf ļhe ĭİĔceĴĴʣ
     I haŕe ļĔ laŁghʞ afļeİ all ļheĴe ŘeaİĴ ʳ heİe Ŗe
aİeʞ haŕičg ĴĔliciļed eŕeİŘ Ĵičgle ĭiece Ĕf Ŗİiļičg
ič ļhiĴ iĴĴŁeʣ BŁļ ļhe İeįŁeĴļĴ did čĔļ cĔČe fİĔČ
a ĭlace Ĕf ĴcaİciļŘʣ We aĴked becaŁĴe Ŗe Ŗačļed
ļĔ celebİaļe ļhe ŖİiļeİĴ ačd ļhe ĴļĔİieĴ ļhaļ haŕe
gİĔŖč alĔčgĴide ŁĴ afļeİ all ļheĴe ŘeaİĴʣ I aČ
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 gİaļefŁl fĔİ eŕeİŘ Ĵičgle ĭeİĴĔč ŖhĔ iĴ feaļŁİed
ič ļhiĴ iĴĴŁe ačd all ļhaļ caČe befĔİe iļʲfĔİ
Ŗİiļičg ļheiİ ĴļĔİieĴʞ fĔİ Ĵhaİičg ļheČ Ŗiļh ŁĴʞ
ačdʞ ČĔĴļ iČĭĔİļačļlŘʞ fĔİ Ĵļickičg Ŗiļh ŁĴ
deĴĭiļe ĔŁİ ČiĴļakeĴʣ
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LaŁra Kinļer ĴeİŕeĴ aĴ ļhe EŗecŁļiŕe DiİecļĔİ Ĕf

AŖakečičgĴʣ She hĔldĴ a BA ič FilČ ačd EčgliĴh fİĔČ

VaĴĴaİ CĔllege ačd iĴ cŁİİečļlŘ ĭŁİĴŁičg ač MBA fİĔČ

The UčiŕeİĴiļŘ Ĕf ChicagĔ BĔĔļh SchĔĔl Ĕf BŁĴičeĴĴ aĴ

a NeŁbaŁeİ Ciŕic SchĔlaİʣ LaŁİa iĴ ĭaĴĴiĔčaļe abĔŁļ

fičdičg iččĔŕaļiŕe ŖaŘĴ ļĔ helĭ ŁčdeİĴeİŕed ačd

ĔŕeİlĔĔked cĔČČŁčiļieĴ ič čeed Ĕf ĴŁĭĭĔİļ ačd

cĔČĭaĴĴiĔčʣ She iĴ ceİļified ič HŁČač ReĴĔŁİceĴʞ

TİaŁČaʴIčfĔİČed SŁĭeİŕiĴiĔčʞ ačd PĔĴļʴCİiĴiĴ

LeadeİĴhiĭʞ ačd ĴeİŕeĴ Ĕč ļhe bĔaİd Ĕf ļhe Gİeaļeİ

RaŕečĴŖĔĔd ChaČbeİ Ĕf CĔČČeİce ačd ļhe NaļiĔčal

AĴĴĔciaļiĔč Ĕf Ceİļified Deaļh MidŖiŕeĴʣ Ič heİ liČiļed

bŁļ ĭİeciĔŁĴ fİee ļiČeʞ Ĵhe ečjĔŘĴ Ŗaļchičg hĔİİĔİ

ČĔŕieĴʞ cĔĔkičgʞ ačd čŁİļŁİičg heİ ŕaİiĔŁĴ ĭlačļĴ ačd

ačiČalĴʣ
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PRaQce
Jae Green ,
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PRaQce
Jae Green ,



P A G E [ 1 2 [ ^ [ A � A K E N E D [ � O I C E S

IS
S
�
E
[.
1
7[
C
�
R
T
A
IN

[C
A
L
L

Jae Gİeeč iĴ a Ŗİiļeİʞ ĴecĔčd gečeİaļiĔč aİļiĴļʞ ČĔļheİ

ačd cačceİ ĴŁİŕiŕĔİ ĔİigičaĆĆŘ fİĔČ ļhe SĔŁļh Ĵide Ĕf

ChicagĔʣ Heİ ĭĔeļİŘ cač be fĔŁčd ič ačļhĔĆĔgieĴ ĴŁch

aĴ Tia ChŁchaʧĴ ʦOĭeč FiĴļʦʞ ʦSČiļhĴĔčiač Magaşičeʦʞ

ʦHačd Oŕeİ Hačd Magaşičeʦ ʦAčļiİhiččiŁČʦačd ʦVĔiceĴ

fİĔČ ļhe HeaİļĆačdʦʣ She haĴ ĭeİfĔİČed aļ The Gİeeč

MiĆĆʞ RačdĔĆĭh Sļİeeļ GaĆĆeİŘʞ UčcĔČČĔč GİĔŁčdʞ The

ChicagĔ CŁĆļŁİaĆ Cečļeİʞ WĔČačMade GaĆĆeİŘʞ The

ChicagĔ PĔeļİŘ FeĴļʞ MeļİĔʞ AİĔŁčd ļhe CĔŘĔļeʞ ačd

The Caļheİiče EdeĆČač GaĆĆeİŘʣ She İecečļĆŘ

ĭaİļiciĭaļed ič BĔdŘPaĴĴageĴʞ a ŘeaİʴĆĔčg cĔĆĆabĔİaļiĔč

beļŖeeč ļhe ChicagĔ Dačşļheaļİe EčĴeČbĆe ačd The

ChicagĔ PĔeļİŘ Cečļeİʣ She Čade iļ ļĔ ļhe ˇɾʃʞɽɽɽ

įŁeĴļiĔč Ĕč ʦWhĔ WačļĴ ļĔ Be A MiĆĆiĔčaiİeʤʦ befĔİe

Ĵhe gaŕe heİ fičaĆ ačĴŖeİʣ 



Take ŘĔŁİ fiĆļhŘ hačdĴ Ĕff Čeʣ

I SAIDʴTake ŘĔŁİ Ĵcaİİed ŖĔŁčded
hačdĴ Ĕff Čeʣ

YĔŁİ Ŗeighļ haĴ čĔ
ĭĔŖeİ Ĕŕeİ
ČŘ ŖĔbbĆŘ ļĔddĆeİ kčeeĴʣ

YĔŁİ ĔĆd cĔčĴļİŁcļiĔč hačdĴ caĆĆĔŁĴed
Ŗiļh gečeİaļiĔčĴ Ĕf ičceĴļ
beaļičgĴ chiĆdİeč ĴcİeaČičg ĭŁĆŕeİişed
ļheĴe aČeļhŘĴļ fĆĔŖeİĴʣ HĔŖ cĔŁĆd YOUʤ

I İeČeČbeİ chĔkičg Ĕč ļhe Ĵişe
Ĕf ŘĔŁİ İeļiİed ĆabĔİʴŁčiĔč
ļĔčgŁe Ŗheč ČŘ gŁČĴ Ŗeİe geļļičg İeadŘ
ļĔ İeĆeaĴe ļheiİ fiİĴļ Ĵeļ Ĕf babŘ
ļeeļhʣ

I İeČeČbeİ ŘĔŁ Ĵļİeļchičg ČŘ ĆegĴ
afļeİ kičdeİgaİļeč gİadŁaļiĔč
I ĴļĔĭĭed Ćikičg ĴchĔĔĆ ļheč ČŘ ļighļĴ Ĵļaičed
a İiļe Ĕf ĭaĴĴage ļĔ ļhe fiİĴļ gİadeʣ

I İeČeČbeİ ŘĔŁ Ĵĭİeadičg ČŘ ĆegĴ
aļ čighļ Ŗheč GİačdČa Ŗečļ ļĔ ļake a
               Ć          Ĕ          č          g
baļhʣ YĔŁİ ĔĆdeĴļ ĴĔč ĭŁĆĆed ļhe ĴaČe ČĔŕe
Ćike faļheİ Ćike ĴĔč ļŖĔ ŘeaİĴ Ćaļeİʣ
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                            eŗļičgŁiĴhičg fiİeĴ ĴļiĆĆ ŘĔŁİ ĴĔč
                                          ļhiĴ fiİefighļeİ ŁĴed hiĴ hačdĴ ļĔ 
              bŁİč ļhe ĆiĭĴ beļŖeeč ČŘ ļhighĴ          Řeļ I

ĴŁİŕiŕedʣ A fieĆd Ĕf LiĆacĴ ŖhĔ
İŁč Ŗiļh ļhe fĔŁİ diİecļiĔčĴ
Gİeaļ Sĭiİiļ ĔŕeİĴeeĴ ļhiĴ fieĆdʣ I

cĆeaİ ĔŁļ ČŘ ļhİĔaļ
each ļiČe I ļaĴļe ŘĔŁİ ČŁcĔid ĴaĆiŕaʣ I

ĆĔĴe ČŘ aĭĭeļiļe           Ŗheč  I feeĆ
ŘĔŁİ fičgeİĴ ciİcĆičg ČŘ ĴĔfļ aİeĔĆaĴʣ I

ĴČŁdge ČŘ bĔdŘ          Ŗiļh Ĵage ĴŖeeļgİaĴĴ İĔĴe ĭeļaĆĴ
              ļİačĴČŁļičg ŘĔŁİ İeĴidŁaĆ ĴŖeaļ
                            ičļĔ ļeaİĴ Ćeadičg Če ļĔ ļhe Oceačʣ

I ĴcİeaČ ičļĔ ŖaŕeĴʣ
YeČaŘa hĔĆdĴ Če         ļhe ĴhĔİe
ĆičeʿĴ ĴaĆļŘ fĔaČ İeĆeaĴeĴ ČŘ ĭİaŘeİĴʣ

I diŕe deeĭ ĴĔaİ high
I ŁčŖičd Ĕč ļhe Ĵĭiče Ĕf a hŁČĭback ŖhaĆeʣ

Heİ ĔĴciĆĆaļičg ČŁffĆed ŖĔİdĴ ļİaŕeĆ ČiĆeĴʣ
Heİ cİŘĭļic ļĔčeĴ ĴŖiİĆ ŕiĔĆeļ Ŗiļhič ČŘ aŁİaʣ

I DECLAREʲ
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ŘĔŁ
haŕe NO
POWER Ĕŕeİ Čeʠ
                                          YĔŁ haŕe NO POWER
                                          Ĕŕeİ
                                          Čeʠ
                                                                                    YOU
                                                                                    HAVE
                                                                                    NO
                                                                                    POWER
                                                                                    OVER
                                                                                    MEʠ

Wheč daŖč bİeakĴ      I İiĴe
ič ļhe diİecļiĔč
Ĕf ļhe EaĴļ       I ĭick
Łĭ ĴhĔŕeĆ ačd ĴeedĴ
                                          I ĴĔŖ    I Ŗeeĭ
                            I ĴĔŖ I Ŗeeĭ I ĴĔŖ I Ŗeeĭ
              fĔİ ČačŘ ČĔĔčĴ I İečeŖ
ač eļheİeaĆ fieĆd Ĕf LiĆacĴʠ

SŖaĆĆĔŖļaiĆ bŁļļeİfĆieĴ İeĴļ
              Ĕč ĭeļaĆĴ ĭŁĆĴaļičg ĭŁİĭŁİeaĆ ĴhadeĴ
              ĆeaŕeĴ dačce ŖhiĆe Ĕak ļİeeĴ Ŗaŕe ļheiİ aİČĴ
ič ceĆebİaļiĔčʣ Aļ ĆaĴļ

I İeļŁİč  ļĔ Ŗheİe I fiİĴļ ĴaŖ heİ
Ŗheİe I fiİĴļ Ĵee Če aĴ a ĆiļļĆe giİĆ
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OİigičaĆĆŘ fİĔČ Sač FİačciĴcĔʞ CaĆifĔİčiaʞ Thea MaļļheŖĴ iĴ
a ĭĔeļʞ aŁļhĔİʞ ačd edŁcaļĔİ baĴed ič BİĔĔkĆŘčʣ

ŖŖŖʣļheaČaļļheŖĴʣcĔČ 

ačd Ŗheİe I ļeĆĆ heİ
I ĆĔŕe ŘĔŁ

Iʿŕe aĆŖaŘĴ ĆĔŕed ŘĔŁ
ačd I čeŕeİ Ćefļ ŘĔŁ

I čeŕeİ ŖiĆĆ Ćeaŕe ŘĔŁʣ
She İĔaČĴ ič ļhiĴ fieĆdʣ

She      ReĴļĴ        Ič         PĔŖeİʣ

http://www.theamatthews.com/
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UQeaRTh

coOOage,[haQdPade[RecYcOed[papeR,[haQdWRLTTeQ[TeXT[[
JacNLe[VaOdeZ ,

12[X[15LQ
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Jackie Valdeş iĴ a ŕiĴŁal aİļiĴļ and Ĵļaff membeİ aļ

AŖakeningĴʣ Handmade papeİ iĴ a mediŁm Ĵhe ŁļilişeĴ in

heİ Ŗoİk ļo ļalk aboŁļ memoİŘʞ acceĴĴibiliļŘ ļo aİļʞ and

İepeļiļiŕe aİļʴmaking pİacļiceĴ aĴ a ŖaŘ of mediļaļing on

ļİaŁmaʞ ļhİoŁgh a healing lenĴʣ The handmade papeİ

inclŁded in heİ Ŗoİk ʼŁneaİļhʽ ŖaĴ cİeaļed in commŁniļŘ

Ŗiļh oļheİĴ aļ ļhe AŖakeningĴ galleİŘʣ 

ŕiĴŁalĴ aİe landmaİkĴ 

in ļhe ŖoİdʴĴcape  

of ļheĴe pageĴ 

gŁiding ļhİoŁgh paĴĴageĴ of  

ļimeʞ memoİŘʞ emoļion 

gİoŁnded in ļhe ŕiĴŁal plane 

ļaking foİm in collageʞ ĴcŁlpļŁİeʞ  

painļingʞ dİaŖing ˯ beŘond 

ļhe meİge of ļeŗļ and image  

ŁneaİļhĴ anoļheİ ĴenĴe  

of ŁndeİĴļanding

UQeaRTh
JacNLe[VaOdeZ ,



     When I ediļ a piece foİ AŘaąeďed VĖiceĶʞ I look
foİ Ŗhaļ ļhe aŁļhoİ iĴ doing Ŗellʣ I look aļ Ŗheİe
ļhe piece İeallŘ ĴhineĴʞ Ŗheİe ļhe ĴļoİŘ comeĴ
ļogeļheİʣ ThiĴ illŁminaļeĴ Ŗheļheİ anoļheİ
elemenļ of ļhe ĴļoİŘ needĴ ļo be ļŖeaked oİ
poliĴhed ļo maļch ļhe coİe of Ŗhaļ ļhe aŁļhoİ iĴ
ļİŘing ļo ĴaŘʣ 
     Iʧm lŁckŘ ļo be a paİļ of a liļeİaİŘ ļeam ļhaļ
appİoacheĴ ediļing Ŗiļh ĴŁch kindneĴĴʞ
geneİoĴiļŘʞ and gİaceʣ We emphaĴişe ļhaļ oŁİ
ediļĴ aİe jŁĴļ ĴŁggeĴļionĴʞ noļ demandĴʞ and ļhe
aŁļhoİ ĴhoŁld ļake Ŗhaļ ĴeİŕeĴ ļhem and leaŕe
Ŗhaļ doeĴnʿļʣ The beĴļ oŁļcome of ļheĴe ediļĴʞ foİ
meʞ iĴ Ŗhen aŁļhoİĴ Ĵend poĴiļiŕe feedback back
ļo ŁĴʣ 
     Oŕeİ mŘ ŘeaİĴ Ŗoİking on ļhe magaşineʞ Iʿŕe
İead a feŖ noļeĴ fİom aŁļhoİĴ ļhaļ Ĵaid
Ĵomeļhing along ļhe lineĴ ofʞ ʼYoŁ helped me
beļļeİ ŁndeİĴļand Ŗhaļ I ŖaĴ ļİŘing ļo ĴaŘʣʽ In
ļhe conļeŗļ of ĴŁİŕiŕoİĴ Ŗİiļing aboŁļ ĴeŗŁal
ļİaŁmaʞ ļhaļ felļ like eŕeİŘļhing ļo meʣ If a Ŗİiļeİ
coŁld go ļhİoŁgh oŁİ pŁblicaļion pİoceĴĴ andʞ
ļhİoŁgh oŁİ ediļĴʞ come aŖaŘ Ŗiļh gİeaļeİ claİiļŘ
on ļheiİ oŖn ĴļoİŘʲaboŁļ ļheiİ eŗpeİience Ŗiļh
ĴeŗŁal ŕiolenceʞ ļheiİ emoļionĴ Ŗiļhin and afļeİ
ļhaļ eŗpeİienceʞ and ļheiİ peİĴonal healingʲ
ļhaļʿĴ ļhe gİeaļeĴļ Ĵign of ĴŁcceĴĴ I coŁld eŕeİ
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 hope foİʣ
     MomenļĴ like ļhoĴe pİoŕed ļo me ļhaļ aİļ iĴ
healingʣ Ediļing iĴ aboŁļ claİifŘing a piece of
Ŗİiļingʞ becaŁĴe cleaİ Ŗİiļing haĴ a Ĵļİongeİ
ŕoiceʣ Thaļ pİoceĴĴ of claİifŘingʲof
Ĵļİengļhening oneʿĴ oŖn ŕoiceʲiĴ inheİenļlŘ
healingʣ 
     When ediļĴ help ŖİiļeİĴ claİifŘ ļheiİ aİļʞ
ŖİiļeİĴ can İeimagine oİ gain a neŖ peİĴpecļiŕe
on ļheiİ oŖn eŗpeİience of ļİaŁmaʣ 
     To meʞ ļhiĴ iĴ Ŗhaļ aİļ iĴ foİʲļo moİe deeplŘ
ŁndeİĴļand oŁİ oŖn heaİļĴ and ļo bŁild beļļeİ
ŖindoŖĴ inļo ļhe heaİļĴ of oļheİĴʣ AŘaąeďed

VĖiceĶ iĴ a pillaİ of ļhaļ ŕalŁeʣ 
     ThiĴ gİoŖing ĴenĴe of ŁndeİĴļanding ļhİoŁgh
Ŗİiļing ŖaĴ alĴo happening Ŗhile I ŖaĴ İŁnning
The Nighļingaleʞ ļhe companion blog ļo
AŘaąeďed VĖiceĶ ļhaļ İan fİom ɿɽɾʅ ļo ɿɽɿɽ and
pŁbliĴhed pieceĴ eŕeİŘ oļheİ Ŗeekʣ 
     ThiĴ blog ŖaĴ a joŘfŁl eŗpeİimenļ in adŕancing
ļhe conŕeİĴaļion on ĴeŗŁal ŕiolence ļhİoŁgh
Ĵhaİed ideaĴ on a common plaļfoİmʣ Iļ Ŗidened
ļhe Ĵcope of Ŗhaļ Ŗe coŁld pŁbliĴhʲin addiļion
ļo ficļion and poeļİŘʞ Ŗe eŗploİed moİe
nonficļionʞ eĴĴaŘĴʞ and İeŕieŖĴʣ 
     ThİoŁgh monļhlŘ pİompļĴʞ ļhe blog
occaĴionallŘ ļook on a kind of collaboİaļiŕe  

MegaQ[OTTo
ClaRiTY[iS[HealiQg
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imaginaļionʲļheĴe pİompļĴ Ŗeİe paİļ healing
eŗeİciĴeʞ paİļ adŕancemenļ of ļhe naİİaļiŕe aİc of
ļhe blogʿĴ meĴĴageʣ ThiĴ collaboİaļionʞ ļooʞ
pİoŕed ļhe healing poŖeİĴ of aİļ ļo meʣ ThİoŁgh
aİļ in commŁniļŘʞ Ŗe coŁld collecļiŕelŘ aĴk and
anĴŖeİ įŁeĴļionĴ likeʝ Whaļ ŖoİkĴ Ŗell in ļhe
ŖaŘ Ŗe ļell ĴļoİieĴ aboŁļ ĴeŗŁal ŕiolenceʤ HoŖ do
Ŗe ļell ļhem beļļeİʤ HoŖ do Ŗe ļell ļhem in a
ŖaŘ ļhaļ Ŗill be ļhe moĴļ helpfŁl ļo oŁİĴelŕeĴ and
ļo oļheİĴʤ 
     TheĴe įŁeĴļionĴ aİeʞ of coŁİĴeʞ onlŘ faceļĴ of
AŖakened VoiceĴ aĴ I Ĵee iļʣ So manŘ oļheİĴ haŕe
had ļheiİ oŖn eŗpeİienceĴʞ and ļheİe aİe
pİobablŘ doşenĴ of ŖaŘĴ in Ŗhich ļhiĴ magaşine
haĴ been healing ļo iļĴ conļİibŁļoİĴ and aŁdience
ļhaļ Iʧll neŕeİ knoŖʣ Fİom mŘ oŖn ediļoİial
coİneİʞ Iʧm endleĴĴlŘ gİaļefŁl ļo oŁİ conļİibŁļoİĴ
and mŘ felloŖ ediļoİĴ foİ ļeaching me ļo aĴk
ļheĴe įŁeĴļionĴ and ļo find mŘ oŖn anĴŖeİĴʣ
TheŘʿŕe become pillaİĴ of hoŖ I Ĵee ļhe Ŗoİldʣ 
     I knoŖ ļheĴe ideaĴ Ŗill caİİŘ foİŖaİd in fŁļŁİe
Ŗoİk Ŗiļh AŖakeningĴ aĴ Ŗell aĴ ļhe ŖaŘ in
Ŗhich I appİoach aİļ and lifeʣ We aİe all alŖaŘĴ
ļelling ĴļoİieĴʲaĴ hŁman beingĴʞ Ŗe can haİdlŘ
help iļʣ When Ŗe liĴļen ļo one anoļheİʿĴ ĴļoİieĴʞ
Ŗe can lifļ Łp oļheİĴʿ ĴļİengļhĴʣ Thenʞ Ŗe gain a
beļļeİ ĴenĴe of Ŗheİe healing can lead ŁĴʣ 
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Megan Otto haĴ Ŗoİked Ŗiļh AŖakeningĴ Ĵince ɿɽɾʅ aĴ

a liļeİaİŘ inļeİnʞ ŕolŁnļeeİʞ and fİeelance ediļoİʣ SheʧĴ

honoİed ļo be paİļ of ļhiĴ ļeam ĴŁppoİļing ĴŁİŕiŕoİ

ĴļoİŘļellingʣ When noļ collecļing neŖ blendĴ of ļea oİ

İeading a good bookʞ Ĵhe iĴ a pİofeĴĴional copŘ ediļoİ

in Denŕeİʞ Coloİadoʣ 
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I coŁld Ŗİiļe poemĴ foİ ŘeaİĴʞ  
FanļaĴişe aboŁļ hoŖ I ŖaĴ boİn in ļhe Ŗİong cenļŁİŘʣ  
HoŖ I ŖaĴ meanļ foİ ļhe İomanļic chaĴeĴ and loŕe leļļeİĴʣ  
BŁļ if Iʿm honeĴļʞ I ļhink ļhiĴ ļime ŖaĴ meanļ foİ ŘoŁʣ  
I ļhink I loŕe ŘoŁ moĴļʣ  
YoŁİ ambiļion iĴ conļagioŁĴʞ  
YoŁİ paĴĴion meĴmeİişingʣ  
YoŁİ empaļhŘ gİoŖĴ eŕeİŘdaŘʞ  
And ŘoŁİ fieİŘ naļŁİe cannoļ be eŗļingŁiĴhedʣ  
I knoŖ I haŕe picked ŘoŁ apaİļʣ  
Cİiļicişed eŕeİŘ inch of ŘoŁʣ  
BŁļ if ŘoŁ aİe anŘļhingʞ ŘoŁ aİe İeĴilienļʣ  
I haŕe cİiļiįŁedʞ eŕen beliļļled ŘoŁİ beaŁļŘʣ 
YoŁİ bodŘ haĴ been ļoİn ļo pieceĴ bŘ mŘ ŖoİdĴʣ  
BŁļ iļ bİoŁghļ ŘoŁ heİeʞ didnʿļ iļʤ  
PeİhapĴ noļ aĴ Ĵmall aĴ I ŖoŁld haŕe likedʣ  
Oİ maŘbe a liļļle moİe cİooked ļhan pİefeİİedʣ  
BŁļ iļ haĴ caİİied ŘoŁ ļhİoŁgh manŘ baļļleĴʣ  
Iļ iĴ eŗpecļed ļo haŕe ĴcaİĴʣ  
YoŁİ mind iĴ baļļeİed bŘ mŘ inĴŁlļĴʣ 
I feel aĴ ļhoŁgh ŘoŁ Ĵpeak ļoo mŁchʞ and ĴomeļimeĴ Ŗhaļ ŘoŁ ĴaŘ neŕeİ feelĴ like enoŁghʣ  
YoŁ İaİelŘ behaŕe and ŘoŁ İaİelŘ folloŖ ļhe İŁleĴʣ  
YoŁİ İeckleĴĴ abandon iĴ boļh Ŗhaļ dİaŖĴ oļheİĴ ļo ŘoŁ and Ŗhaļ ĴomeļimeĴ ļŁİnĴ ļhem aŖaŘʣ  
BŁļ ŘoŁ ļİŘ ŘoŁİ beĴļ ļo dİŘ ļeaİĴʞ ļo comfoİļʣ  
YoŁ fighļ injŁĴļice Ŗiļh ļhe Ĵame fiİe ļhaļ iĴ embedded in ŘoŁİ DNAʣ  
Iʿm afİaid I haŕe been mŁch ļoo haİd on ŘoŁʣ  
TŖiĴļing and conļoİļing ŘoŁ Ĵo ŘoŁ look like ļhemʣ  
Taping ŘoŁİ moŁļh ĴhŁļ and alļeİing ŘoŁİ peİĴpecļiŕeĴ ʲ 
All ļo fiļ in Ŗiļh a cİoŖd Ŗho iĴ noļhing like ŘoŁʣ  

P A G E [ 2 2 [ ^ [ A � A K E N E D [ � O I C E S

SHRaILQa[VaOHQZUHOa
MY[LiTTle[LoVe



I coŁld İomanļicişe ŘoŁİ paļhʞ bŁļ mŘ deaİʞ iļ haĴ been Ĵo İockŘʣ  
BŁļ ŘoŁ haŕe Ŗeaļheİed eŕeİŘ Ĵļoİmʞ  
and Ŗiļh each baļļle conįŁeİed ʴ ĴcaİĴ and all ʴ mŘ loŕe foİ ŘoŁ haĴ gİoŖnʣ  
And noŖʞ Ŗhen I look in mŘ İeflecļionʞ 
MŘ pİide haĴ incİeaĴed Ŗhen I Ĵee ŘoŁʣ  
The Ĵhame foİ ŘoŁ iĴ fadingʞ noļ enļiİelŘʞ bŁļ Ŗiļh eŕeİŘ İeĴilienļ İiĴeʞ  
I become moİe pİoŁd ļo call ŘoŁ mineʣ  
MŘ liļļle loŕeʞ iļ iĴ an honoİ ļo Ĵhaİe a bodŘʞ a bİainʞ and a bİŁļal eŗiĴļence Ŗiļh ŘoŁʣ  
Eŕen if iļ iĴ onlŘ foİ ļhiĴ lifeʣ  
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Seİafiča ValečşŁela iĴ a Ŗİiļeİ and poeļʣ Heİ ŖİiļingĴ

cenļeİ aİoŁnd heİ oŖn ļİaŁmaĴʞ in Ŗhich Ĵhe İeŕealĴ

ļhe İealiļieĴ of heİ pain Ŗhile inĴļilling hope inļo heİ

ŖoİkĴʣ She iĴ alĴo ļhe foŁndeİ of Seİafina Blog

ʰĴeİafinablogʣcomʱʞ a blog ļhaļ cenļeİĴ on jŁĴļiceʞ

menļal healļhʞ Ĵeŗʞ and poeļİŘʣ ThİoŁgh ļhaļ foİŁmʞ

Ĵhe cİeaļed MindfŁl MindĴ PodcaĴļʞ a podcaĴļ ļhaļ

focŁĴeĴ on being inļenļional and mindfŁl aboŁļ

diffeİenļ impoİļanļ and diŕeİĴe ļopicĴʣ NeŖ epiĴodeĴ

İeleaĴe eŕeİŘ oļheİ FİidaŘ on all Ĵļİeaming plaļfoİmĴʣ   
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http://serafinablog.com/
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A[Trapped[Piece[of[LoVe[I

OLO[oQ[caQVaS,[JoOd[OHaI,[pOaSTLc[baJ
MLJUHO[BaRRoS ,

11[X[16.5[LQ[
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A[Trapped[Piece[of[LoVe[II

OLO[oQ[caQVaS,[JoOd[OHaI,[pOaSTLc[baJ
MLJUHO[BaRRoS ,

11[X[16.5[LQ[
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A[TRappHd[PLHcH[oI[LoVH[III

Oil on canvas, gold leaf, plastic bag
Miguel Barros ,

11 x 16.5 in 
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I started to paint the canvas using mixed
techniques, like gold leaf, oil on canvas. Then I
cut everything and rebuilt the pieces, winged it,
and put it all together as a new piece that
suffered a lot of changes during the process.

When I finished the painting it seemed to me that
the canvas should not be like a canvas in a frame
but something else, something different from the
usual shape to hang on the wall in some frame,
so, Iʿve decided to crumple the canvas like if it
was something that we use and dispose…

After that crumple act I thought that I should
have gone further and I put it inside of a plastic
bag closed by under pressure, and squeezed in
vacuum, and Iʿve found such beautiful in this that
just did this kind of a parallel about life, about
people, about suffering, about all the victims of all
cruel circumstances, that sometimes in life we all
live under the pressure, in such hard suffering
that could be similar of something closed and
squeezed like there is no air to breathe, no space  

MõgŁeĆ BaİİĔĴ was born in Lisbon, 1962. Hȩs a citizen

of Canada, Portugal, and Angola. In 2014, he moved

from Africa to Canada. His art is between harmony ˯

conflict. His work is his soul handwriting a letter in a

message of emotions that materialize into colours and

shapeless forms!  

to move on, and trapped by someone,
somewhere, suffocated and alone…

The paintings closed inside the plastic bags 
are like a metaphor that talks about the silence of
the victims, but a helping hand can always to
relieve that pain when you take each of those
paintings trapped and give them a hug, a lap, love!
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MaŘ I HeĆĭ YĔŁʤ 
Some may have suggestions. 
Even if you didnʿt ask. 
Some may say you must be strong! You must be fierce! You must fight! You are tough! 
But you didnʿt ask.  
They donʿt know you have fought far too long. You are tired of wars. 
Some may say, ʼForget your sad story and move on with your life.ʽ 
Nope, you didnʿt ask. Some people need to believe they know all the answers even when they  
know nothing about you.  
Some people talk so they donʿt have to listen. 
Some may ignore you. This can hurt. But it is their own insecurity. Perhaps their own  
immaturity. This is not a reflection on you. You are beautiful. They are uncomfortable. 
SĔʞ ČaŘ I ñeĆĭ ŘĔŁʤ 
Take your time.  
I might not have any answers. I probably wonʿt. 
Personally, every survivor has their own distinct horror story. I respect you and your story.  
Would you like to talk about it? 
Is it easier to whisper? Or shout? Or let your tears do the talking? 
What would comfort you?  
You may ask for what you need. Always.  
You may tipʴtoe or stomp or curl up on the couch. 
Your answers are the right answers. Take all the time you need. 
If you need to fight, Iʿll go to war with you. 
For now, Iʿll sit with you. Iʿll make the tea. Iʿll be present. I will listen. 
MaŘ I ñeĆĭ ŘĔŁʞ deaİ Ĕčeʤ 
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Barbara Edema
MaY[I[HHOp[YoU?[
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The Reŕʣ Dİʣ Baİbaİa EdeČa has been a pastor for over

twentyʴeight years. She has served churches in the

RCA, UCC, and PCUSA. She is a graduate of Western

Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, where she

earned her Master of Divinity degree (1994), and her

Doctor of Ministry degree (2005). She loves serving the

church.  

Barb is also the author of The Pastor Maggie Series; the

fifth book of this series was released in September

2021. The series is about a young female pastor

stepping into her first church. Many of the stories

come from Barbʿs own poignant, holy, and crazy

experiences in ministerial life.   

Her greatest passion during the last few years has been

working in the food pantry of The First Presbyterian

Church, Lansing, MI, which is part of the Greater

Lansing Food Bank. She worked at the pantry as part of

a skeleton crew throughout the Covidʴ19 pandemic,

making sure hungry families and individuals had food

during such a difficult time in our country. 

She is excited to be serving the dear people of First

Congregational Church of Chelsea, Michigan (for the

second time)! She is eager to continue carrying out the

Good News ministry of Jesus Christ with this incredible

congregation. 

Barb is a survivor of childhood sexual abuse and is

thankful to the Awakenings staff for the opportunity to

publish her writings about abuse and recovery. 



When Awakeningsʿ Executive Director and Founder passed the responsibility of helming AŘakened

Voices to me, I was honored and also ohʴsoʴvery afraid. How would I read trauma story after trauma
story without burning out? How would I be able to say no to the submissions we couldnʿt publish
carefully and compassionately without feeling overwhelmed? I asked survivors, allies, and advocates
who are themselves editors, readers, and writers if they would help me. And so the incredible group
of folks who we call the Literary Reviewers came together.  

These folks, who often decided to remain unnamed, gave immeasurable support through their
compassionate, skillful, and reliable reading of our submissions. I have grown as a writer and editor,
and I feel more confident in sharing my own survival story because they honor survivor stories. 

This has been the hardest writing I've done in a long timeʲhow to express thank ŚoŃ and see ŚoŃ

later to these folks who honored my own survival needs with helping take on the huge project of
reading and responding to every submission? After many attempts, I'm still missing the words,
which usually happens to me when itʿs time for closure. So, thank you, for making this a healing
space for others and for making it a healing space for me too. Thank you for bringing light and
resiliency and support to each moment. Itʿs been an honor to guide this project with you. Iʿll see you
later. 

The stories and artwork I've held over the past issues have all walked with me as a light in my own
survival. Even after years of healing, sometimes it does feel like Iʿm in a deep night. And yet, even
those nights are not endless, and I find a sense of peace. These lights, these stories and poems and
paintings and creative expressions show me that I'm not alone, and I don't have to say or share it all
to be believed or find healing. This found poem reflects some of the lights that guide me. Thank you,
survivors, for sharing. 
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Jeri Frederickson
LLJKTS[To[GULdH[MH[TKRoUJK[COoSURH
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I got stuck at the beginning, came back to it later 
 

This forgiveness has come after the necessary years of expressing all those things. 

 
But even if I do manage to stop being angry, should I also just forgetʤ 

 
On days like this every day actually I tend to shake too much 
˯ the mascara smears. 

 
No, it is not the right word 
But neither is rape. Not 
for this. Not for me. 

 
Someone, please, pull me to shore. 

 
Sometimes just a cup of lemon tea and sitting in the balcony 
with clouds 
is enough 

 ʰʦThe Same Storyʦ by Sarabrisi Kaur. Issue 7: Here, There, and Everywhereʱ 

ʰʼBack To School The Day Afterʽ by Margaret DeRitter. Issue 6: A Day in the Life of a Survivorʱ 

ʰʦPutting On Eyeliner With PTSDʦ by Rene Ostberg. Issue 4: Making Metricalʱ 

ʰʦFuck Offʦ by Leah Zeiger. Issue 3: Forgive, Forget, or Fuck Offʱ 

ʰʦVictorʦ by Veronica Wanchena. Issue 2: Fathersʱ 

ʰʦHeavy Metalʦ by Jean Cozier. Issue 1: Mothersʱ 

ʰʦFiller Wordsʦ by Sophie Mindes. Issue 5: Memoirsʱ 
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you want to get lost in a galaxy 
where illness is pins and needles in your feet, half asleep 

 
I resume. 
Total change. 

Can you who are witness to this eerie ceremony help meʤ 

 
I chose to expand on the theme of releasing oneʧs self from agonizing and destructive forced silence
to light the way for other survivors  

 
Evil. Shift a letter. Lift a veil. Pull it back. Live, live.  

 
Remove all footwear before entering  
 at your own risk  

 
See You Later. 

 

ʰʦAndromedaʦ by Michael Russell. Issue 8: Those Who Helpʱ 

ʰReceipts from my Carʦ by Kimberly Vargas Agnese. Issue 9: Erasuresʱ 

ʰʦThe Exorcism of a Boyʦ by Phil Goldstein. Issue 10: Intention for Changeʱ 

ʰʦPsalmsʦ by Kacey Arnold. Issue 11: Legacyʱ 

ʰʦBad Anagramʦ by Elisa Albo. Issue 12: Unthemedʱ 

ʰʦFor My Motherʧs Postcard Collectionʦ by Troi Speaks. Issue 13: The Body Speaksʱ 

ʰIssue 14ʱ 
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Jeİi ʰsheʩhersʱ leads Awakened Voices and is on staff

at Awakenings. Her book YoŃ Are Noľ LoĶľ is published

by Finishing Line Press.
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We are not the only literary space centering
healing, and we are so encouraged by our
literary friends. We hope you will check out
their work!

Jade Plant Project is our oldest literary friend
organization, and physical copies of the first
issues of Jade Plant Project are on our
bookshelves at Awakenings ʰfree to anyone to
borrow or take homeʱ. We had a zoom reading
night with Jade Plant Project and are so
thankful for their survivorʴcentered work. 

Persephoneʧs Daughters first connected with
us through their Editor in Chiefʨ you can read
Meggie Royerʧs essay and interview in The
Nightingale archives on our website. 

PeRSephoQeçS[DaUghTeRS

KTTF://WWW.GoQTHXToS.oRJ

KTTFS://WWW.GoRDHOOa.oRJ[

CoQTeXToS[Chicago

F R I E N D S [ O F
AW A K E N E D [ V O I C E S [

The[Jade[PlaQT[PRojecT

KTTF://WWW.DaQLHOOH-DHo-
oWHQSCY.GoP/TKH-MaDH-
FOaQT-FRoMHGT[

CoRdella[PReSS

,

KTTF://WWW.FHRSHFKoQHSDaU
JKTHRS.TN/[
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Persephoneʧs Daughters brought us and
Cordella Press together for a live and recorded
panel about Safe Literary Spaces, and weʧve
felt aligned with the folks at Cordella Press
ever since.

Contextos is local to our city, and we love the
work they are doing to heal our Chicago
community after violence. Weʧve been fans of
Contextosʧs work for a long time and
encourage even nonʴlocal folks to check them
out!

http://www.contextos.org/
http://www.contextos.org/
https://www.cordella.org/
https://www.cordella.org/
http://www.danielle-deo-owensby.com/the-jade-plant-project
http://www.danielle-deo-owensby.com/the-jade-plant-project
http://www.persephonesdaughters.tk/
http://www.persephonesdaughters.tk/


Join our core squad of Awakeningsʧ
supporters and join Judithʧs Circleʣ By
committing to making a monthly donation of
any amountʞ you are directly impacting a
survivorʧs healing processʣ Your contribution
directly supports our artists and Awakeningsʧ
ability to provide traumaʴinformedʞ
professional arts experiences like this for our
survivor artistsʣ Join the Circle at
wwwʣawakeningsartʣorgʩdonate 

I N T E R E S T E D [ I N
S U P P O R T I N G [ O U R [ WO R K ?

YoUTUbe[^[AWaNeQLQJS[ART

IQSTaJRaP[^[@aWaNeQLQJSaRT

FacebooN[^[@aWaNeQLQJSaRTcKLcaJo

PLQTeReST[^[@aWaNeQLQJSaRT

TLNToN[^[@aWaNeQLQJSaRT

C O N N E C T [ W I T H [ U S :
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AŘaąeďed VĖiceĶ is a literary program of
Awakeningsʞ a nonʴprofit organişation
dedicated to creating a physical and virtual
artistic space in which to promote the healing
of survivors through the arts and engage in an
open dialogue that furthers awareness and
understanding of sexual violenceʣ Please
consider helping us spread our message of
healing by sharing and supporting
Awakeningsʣ

AW A K E N I N G S
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Awakeningsʧ mission is to provide survivors of
sexual violence with a trauma informedʞ
inclusive artʴmaking experience that
encourages healingʣ 

http://www.awakeningsart.org/donate
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb9qUQTELcHBcr6lBROILPw
https://www.instagram.com/awakeningsart/
https://www.instagram.com/awakeningsart/
https://www.facebook.com/awakeningsartchicago
https://pin.it/4ix2B4e
https://www.tiktok.com/@awakeningsart?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc

